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Lordſhip with this Sermon. Irwas the firſt that 

was preached at the Crofle.in the vacancie of 

your Sea : and I'delire it may come with the 

firſt ro congratulate your entrance into. the 

\ fame. In which waightie and Honourable 

charge, the God of heauengraunt your Lord- 

{hip-a lon poPappy continuance : to his 

gloric, the Churches good, and your 
owne eternall com- 4, _ 


Tour Lordſhips in all obſer- 
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eB T /arcth withme (Chriſtian | 
d FU Peader ) as with thoſe Phy(t- 
» 14s , who hating employed! 
22 their ſtudie for the health of” 
a their patients,doe afterwards 
8 23 Koaf-1, diuulge their experiments for 
RY) SEN CA the good of others, For ha-.| 
uing,at the requeſt of certainefriendspreparedtheſe 
ingrediences, and found them comfortable totheir 
tender ſoules, Thane becnemoucd to publiſh the ſame, 
both for the farther comfort of them , and benefit of 
others. And the rather haue I becne hereunto in- 
duced, becauſe (to w(e the Phyſitians words) here is '| wiige epaxceh/ 
a dangerous experiment , and difficult iudgement, || ulais yanean' f 
the diſeaſe being the mot dangerous , and deadly of p.oy GETS. , 
all diſeaſes incident to any mortall creature, and the =» 
| phy/icke for cure, deſcription, or preuention very 
rare to be had in our vulgar tongue; None tomy. 
| knowledge hauing of purpoſe handledit , though 7 | 
| hane knowne ſome diſtreſſed ſoules , haue greatly | 
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neededit, andmany very Chriſtianly affefted haut | 
| much defired it. _And ſo commending theſe my 
Meditations to thy curteous acceptance_2, and my 
- ſelfe to thy Chriſtian prayers, 1 commend 
thee to the grace of Godin Chri#t 
Tzsvs- 
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VV here the Sinne nf the 


holie Ghoſt is plainly de- - 
ſcribed. 


Hes. 10. 26.27. 
For if we ſme willingly after we huge recemed the 
 knowled ge of that truth, there remaines no more 
ſacrifice for ſonnes, but a feare/ulllovking for of 
iutgement, and violent fre which ſpall denonre 
the aauerſaries. 


=—F71 11s "odio part of 
ES <A | eucry Chriſtian | 
1 at hisentrancein 


to the profetſion -| 
of Chriſtianitie, 
(Right Honora- 
ble, "right Wor- 
| | ſhipfull,and wel- 
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end ſhall be® ſaued. T o what purpoſeis it that 
| the Sea-faring man faile profperouſly, ariue 
fafely,and obraine a rich prize, it he ſinke or ſuf. 
fer ſhipwracke in his returne ? T his life is a ſea- 
faring life ; ro what IE ak is itthata Chriſtian | 
be farcly imbarked for heaucn, if afterward he 
ſuffer ſhipwracke of his holy Faith ? whar auai- 
leth it the Warriour to march hotly with 7ehu, 
fight manfully with 7onathan, if he turn his 
backe with Ephraim betorc the end. of the bats | 
taile? This lifeis a warfare, what can it auaile vs 
roincounter Sathan, it we ſufter him to foile | 
and conquer vs ? For he only that fights thegood 
feeht, fanſheth his courſe , and keepes the faith , can | 
b 2.Tim.4.7. | expect the crowneof Þ righteouſneſſe. [ 
T his is the thing whcreof St. Paul doth in | 
this place admonith the Hebrewes,namely that | 
they forſake— not the fellon/hip they haue among | 
c Verſ.25, © themſelues. W herein, that he mgy the better 
preuaile, he inferreth theſe wordes ofmy Text 
as a pithy reaſon, and powerfull ingredience, to | 
make the medicine of his admonitton to worke | 
the more effeAually. If rhe Souldier ſhall fie 
forth ofthe field, renolr from his Captaine, for- 
| fake hiscolours, rupne from his companie, and 
turne to theenimie , hediſgraceth his milirarie 
profeſhon, difableth himfelfe for the trophies 
of honour,and mcriteth condigene puniſhment. | 
\ Behold wearethe Lords Souldiers,the Church 
is our held,Chriſt Ieſus our Captaine,the _ 4 
and.| 
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T, be Sinne againſt the holy Ghoſt. 


and Sacraments our colours, the communion 
of Saints our companie ; hethat ſhall flie forth 


' honoureth his Chriſtian protethon, depriueth 
himſelfe of the Crowne of glorie, and incurrerh 
the danger of Gods heauie 1udgement. For if we 
| ſinne wilhngly after we haue receiued the knowledge 
| of thetruth, T hat is, itwe haue giuen our names 
' to Chriſt, ſerued in his campe, taken pay in his 
| warres,and yct play the carnall Apoſtataes with 
d Demas, the hereticall with Hymeners and 


| rour, f the ſpighttull with _Ulexander the Cop- 
per ſmith , 8 there remaines [mall hope of recet- 


| rather extreme terrour in the expectation ofhis 
dreadfull ſentence; ſmall probabihtic of being 
| cleanſed in his precious bloud, but rather a ſore 
poſhbilitic of beingdcuoured by a violent fire: 


wounds, according tothe ſacrcd Scriptures,and 
theancient Fathers phraſe of ſpeech. Andas the 
woundsofthe body dodiffer,ſome being dange- 


table; ſofares it with the wounds of the ſoule, 
ſome are cured more eaſj ly,as the Maid was rai- 
led trom death by Chriſt, Aarke g, Some with 
 leſſe facilitie, likethe Widowes Sonne, Luke 7. 


ofthis field, reuolt from this Capraine, forſake | 
theſe colours, runne from this companie, and. 
be found fighting vnder Sathans condu&, dif | 


* Philctus, the ſcornefull with 14ianthe Empe- 


| uing comfort by Chriſts etcrnall ſacrifice, but 


Peccata ſunt anime vulnera, (inncs are the (oules | 


' rous, ſome more mortall, ſome altogether incu- | 


B 2 Some 


| 


d 2.Tim.4.9, 
© 2.Tim.2, 17, 


f Socrat, & 
Theodoret , 
g 2:T118.4, 14. 
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Sone yet with greater difhcultie, like Zazarms, | 
Tha 11. Thecurewill coſt many agrone, and-! 
many a ligh:fome are altogerher vncurable,the- 
{inne cleauing to the linner, like the Leprolicof 
> 2.Kizcr5.27 | Gehazd tors euer. Locfuch a wound and ſucha 
* | ſinwehaucinhandarthispreſent, euen the {in 
_ T againſttheholy Ghoſt. For the ſubie&t of this 
Scripture 15a deadly wound, euena wound,and: | | 
death, a wound going betore , and death tol- | 
lowing afterit, , 
The wound 1s expreſſed in theſe wordes, | 
For if we ſinne willngly., after we baue receaued the | 


rey 


{ knowledge of the truth. «hl 

The death and danger in theſe words, There | 
remaines no more [acrifice for ſinne , but a fearefull | 
lookinz for of iudgement, and a violent firewhich | 
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| ſhall denoure the aauerſaries. [{ 
Bchold here is the moſt heynous\inne of all * 
| linnes, and the moſt grieuous iudgement of all 
1dgements,here is a fearefull tranſgreſſion,and 

| a dolefull afftition,tn the one behold the tower | 


| of Babcl,inthe other the valley of Benhinnom, | 


in the one the extremeſt degree of iniquitic, 11 
 theother thevttermoſt meaſure of miſeric; in 
 theonea ſinners execrable conditionin this life, 
inthcother hislamenrable confuſion inthe lite |} 
'tocome. Butnow I purpoſe God willing only: | 
; to*ſpeake of the wound ; In the: handling 

whereof, I intend to take theſe courles. 


7 he Sinne againſt the holy Ghoſt. 
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. I willopenit. 
2. I will ſearchit. 
3. I will bindeit vp againc by application. 
In the openingot the wound I tind it in the ge- 


| nerall to bean Apoſtalic* For it zs a forſaking the 


communion we hate among our ſclues. Verl.2 5 
And inthe particular view thereof I note foure 
badde humours which tcede ir; for al; humores 


ſunt prant mores , as Bernard Clith 


CThe firſt is an aduiſed ſinnefulneſſe x 
After we haue receaued the knowledge 


| Ferſc268 of the truth. 
| ] The ſecond a reſolute wilfulneſſe; | 


LC 1f we /mne willingly. 


ſpirit of | grace >. 


 Yoſ2g e Thefourth is a generall corruption: 


of Religion, For it is atreadmg vn- 


wwholy thing :and both theſe points 
are expreſſed inthe 29. Yerſe. 
Sothat in aword I inde,and Key aur doe 
. define this finne to be. 

Witting, 

Willing, 

\ Malicious, pA poſtalie. 

| Torall, ] 


{The third is obſtinate malice, For | 
here is 7 aduerſarie,that deſpights the 
| 


der foke the Sonne of God, and coun- | 
ting the loud of the Teftament asan | 


h Bern, ſuper 
Cant ſer.z6, 
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i Chryſoſ-var.loc. 
m Mat. hom, 9, 


wxpoxogu©. 


| matter you are.to heare isotno ſmall moment. | 


[| It muſtbewitting, and not of ignorance. 
| - Itmuſtbewilling, and notof coaftion. - *} > 
[1 


It muſt be malicious, and not of infirmitte.” 


' Itwillbetotall, and not ſome particularim» | |} 
| | + 


\ PiETIE, TED 
: Inthe handling of which points, let me ſay 

to you in Chryſoſtoms words, \Excatite pigritiam,. 
| 108 eft res leuts quam audituri eſtis, Rowle vp | 
your ſpirits, and raiſe vp your attention, the 
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VV i almightic God had laid the foun- | 

Y dationofthe world, his firſt worke was 
| fatlux,, let there be light, and this light being di- 
ſperſed and confuſed , hee afterwards placed in 

' the Globe ofthe Sunne, which he made vehricu- | 
| lamlucis. SO inthecreation of man, a modell of 
that greater world,he placed the light of vnder- 
ſtanding in the-firmament of his ſoule, to guide 
aiminthe way of holineſe, and to bring him 
totheplace of eternal happineſſe. But Sathan, 
whoſe Kingdome is the Kingdome of darkc- 
neſſe, inenuic towards man,and malice to God, 
obſcured that light with the clowdes of errour, 
that ſo he might [cad wretched ſinners blinde- 


& Samarma.Y er God in mercy,beholding this mi- | 
{crieinto which man was caſt, gathering toge- |: 
fy ther | 
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on 


The Sinne aztinſt the holy Ghoſt. 


w | 


þ, 
ther (as it were) the ſcattered beames of know- 
ledze, dorh by the ſpiritofiliumination vnite 
chem in the globe of the underſtanding, and 
where he aFords.this fauour, the abuſe thereof 
is very daygerous: ..T his is that knowledge of 
thetruth, wHich is here ſpoken of, for it is cogni- 
tio accepta, non acquiſita, knowledge receaued | 
fromthe illuminating ſpirit of God, not acqui- | 
 redor obtained by the light of induſtrie of na- 
ture. T hey who offend inthiskinde, muſt bee 

ſuch as Sf. Paw ſpeaks of, youwere once darkneſſe, 
but xow yoware light mthel Lordi Sothat Turks 
and Infidels, who neuer yetreceaued the know- 
ledge of the truth, catmorcommait this linne. Nei- 
| ther isthis tobe taken for ſome ſuperticiall con- 
ceit fvimming 1m the braine only 2 but ſuch a 
knowledge, as taking ſome place inthe heart, 
hath affefted the ſame with a certaine comfort ' 
and delight therein, and bringeth with it a | 
gl:mpſeofthat glorie, whichis renealed inthat 
truth, and ſhall be receaued inthe Kingdome of 
heauen. And therefore the Apoſtle attributes | 
to thoſe who commit this ligne, not only-that | - 
they be lightned, bur that they haue taſted of | * | 
the hezuenly gift , and beene nlade pertakers of the | - —- 
holy Ghoſt and hane tafted of the good word of God, - 
and the powers of the world to come Now when a | m_ Heb.6.4. 
| man ſhall. finde the taſte of Gods word ſweeter 
| then 7hehonie, and the honie * combe, as it was tO | n 2/al.19.10. 
David; anddhall afterward diftaficandhappsly Tea op 
| n | etelt | 


a. 
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deteſt it, as the 1/raei/rtes did 9 Manna: When he | 
{hall reioycein the meditation of eternall life, 
and yerreictt the conlolation thereof, like the 
oung man, who ranne toour bleflced Sauiour, 
knecled to him, and cryed out, good Mater; 
+ what ſhall Tdoe that I may poſſeſſe eternal life? |. 
| p atarao.17, | yet wentaway ikea? flincher : When hee ſhall 
haue relithed;and cuen beene rauiſhed-with the. 
comfortable raſte ofthe powers of the world to 
come, like Balaarm, who palhonately withed , 0 
tet me die the death of the righteo:ts, andlet my lat- 
q Numb. 23,10 | ter end be like q his. Yet {hall 5 like agracelcſſc 
- | manabandon the meanes, and baniſh the carc 
and cogitation thereof, whatÞprobabilitic,. nay. 
what poſhibilitic is there that he {hould bce re- 
 newed by repentance? Albeit aftected ignorance 
is very lyable to thecurſe of God, according to 
_ | our Sauiours words, oe be to thee Corazin;woe 
r Mat.n1.21. | beto thee* Bethſaida : yet inflicted ignorance ob- 
{ 4.17.39, | taines his conniuence, as itis A& 17.30. £ The 
time of this ignorance God rezarded not. I his cit- 
| camſtance doth much extenuate a {inne, when 
|| a man may fay forhimſelfe, as the Lord ſaid of | 
1 | | Nineneh, there are ſixe [core thouſand perſons that 
| F7-4.H-- - | cannot diſcerne betwixt their right hand and * their 
| | left. And whena mancanplead forhimſelf with 
Mo CAbimelech, ' Lord wilt thou Nea cuen the righteous 
u Gerazo, 4, u Aztron ?asit hee ſhould fay 5 had weknowne | 3 
©... » | hertobe his wife, wewould ncucr haueoffered ] 4 
| violence to him; nor villanieto her.' Andcon- |. 7 
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trarily, it doth much aggranate the ſinne, when 
onecan admire, acknowledge, and commend 
the graces of God in others, yet be graceleſſe 
himſelfe. When he is like the Athenians who 
knew what was good but would not doc * it, | x Athenienſes 
andlike the Seribes and Phariſees who had the | 57 IS 
key of heauen, yet would notentertherein:For | | Py 
as St.1ames faith Y , to him that knowerh 7o doe | y lams. 7. 
wel, and dath it not, to him it ts femne, thatis, ſinne | 
| witha witneſſe, itis aſinne werefoyiy in a more 
eminent and extfaordinarie maner then others. 
As Bernard aith, * Ac i diceret,, ſumenticibun at | 2 Berz.in Cant. 
non digerenti pernicioſum eff. As meate that is | /"*36- | 
catenand not digeſted , ſo is knowledge recea- 
ued, and not praCtiſed; as the one breeds diſca- 
ſes inthe body, ſothe other brings deſtruction 
tothe ſoule.” * Wy ANY 
| It was Adwnegreat perfeRtion that made his | 
ruine (plamentable; and the-tranſcendent ex- |' 
cellencie of the Angels, which made their linne 
 ſodamnable, and their fall ſo vnrecouerablc. 
And no meruaile,for it is abſolute Tuftice,® that | a Cuke.12.47. 
| the ſeruant, whichknowes his Maſters will and doth 
| 17 08, ſhould be beatewwith many ſtripes. S*. Paul | 
» ſpeaks of theerrours of the Iewes his Countri- 
men with great compaſſion, becauſe they had the 
| Zeale.of God, but not according to knowledge. But 
our Sauiour checks the wilfull blindneſſe of the | 
Phariſees with as great indignation,tellingthem *; 
that if they werebliade they ſhould hane _—_— « lob -9.39.41- | 
C met} 0 
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(meaning nor ſohainous-linne); but becayſe they 
ſaidthey, ard ſee, therfore their {inne remained that 
is, it ſtackecloſc by them... So.thar, as Salomos 
ſaith, He that increaſeth knowledge, increaſeth ſar. 
| row.Ecdl. 1.0 may Hay,hethavincreſerth know- 
ledge, and doth not-vieit, increaſcth danger. 
[Men had necedetoccon{ider what engthey pro- | 
| poundtotheir knowledge, Some,ſaith-Bernerd | 
in. Cant. 36. erm. get knowledge, wt vendant, 
that they. may make merchandiſe of it; Ef twr- 
pi quaſtus eit. Some, vt edificent , that they | 
| may.cdificothers, Et charitas e#; Some; vi edi- - 
| ficentur, that themſelues. may bebuilded vp in 
grace., Et prudentia. eff ; and indeede'itisgreat | 
wiſdome fora man to reapeto himſelfethe fruit | 
| ofhis owne knowledge, and as great fally whey: | 
hecan teachanother and not teach himſilfe, Rom; 
2.21. Therefore Sulomanscounſell. is good in | 
this caſe, *&drinkethy waterof thy Cifterne: Haſt | 
'thou._ a.fountaine of knowledge to refreſh o0- | 
thers with the. ſtreames thereof, yet- thy ſelfe | 
haſt a thirſtic ſoule,, anda barren life ?-what an 
abſurditie 1sthis before men;and:dangerin the. | 
ſight. of God ? O water; and refreſhthine owne 
| ſoule, make vie of rhe knowledge of the truth, 
| whichthou beſt receaued:\caſtaftermany gracious 
| ſhowers of inftruftion;thy ſouleremaining bad | 
andbarren; thon bee expoſed-to; the curſe-of | 
} God: #2b.6.8. It had beene better for ſome;not | 
{ to haue knowne the way of righteouſneſle- ( as 
| | | | cr. | 
A $ - 1 


| d Pro.5.15. . 
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| Lord deliners forth fatge talents otknowledge, 
| there he expeRsgreat/reckonings of obedience 


1 


| dox-, Asthough he ſhould ſay , Ifthey knew 
| indeede that Iam the ſonneof God, and would | 
; offer methis indignitie, the Meſſiah and Savior 


| bountifull Creditour. This cauſed Peter when 


as FY ano 


he Sinne againſt the holy Ghoſt, 
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ct. Peter ſaith) then;* after they hadknonme it, to 
turne_ fromthe holy Commandments ginen unto 
them. Had they not:knowne, then had.their | 
Audit þcen moreealte. 'For beholdzwhere the | 


co be broghtin, not looking for thelikear their | 
hands; towards whomhehath not becne ſuch a 


| he taxed thepeople in the Temple, for betray- | 
ing and denying Chriſt in the preſence of PilateF, 
notto leaue them comfortleſle in fo hainous a | 


at the time of the— refreſhing, becauſe they didit * 
throuchienorance. This alſo wasa ftaffe of com- | 


with 


ouſly confeſſeth's. Yet thele his mercileſle per- ' 
ſecuting ſinnes found mercy at Gods hands, = | 
pon his ſerious repentance, as hee comfortably | 
witneſſerh®, In a word, this was theground of 
our Sauiours prayer at the time+ of his pathon : 

i Father forgiue them, for they know not what they 


crime, bat to giue them hope that they ſhould | 
| obtaine remiſhon , and have rheir ſiunes put away | 


 fortto S.Pawl,whole crueltie towards the ſaints } 
| and ſeruants of God was moſtextreme. For he | 
| wasa blaſphemer;,a perſecutour,and an m_— 
| ſour, yeathoſe ouerages were proſecut 

| violent furie and madneſle, as himſelfe ingenu- 


| | 
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| much as theſe things haue not beenereuealed 


| ſafe them pardon,and laynotthisſinne to their 


| is dangeraus: butifwithall wegiue our willes 
tull ſayle, euery blaſt of 'Sathans temptations | 


which wordimplyeth ſomewhat more then a 


ly vnwilling, but an abſolute reſigning of that 


| Asw 


—_ 


| 4 | 6 the world X and yet onidihens me this CrU- | 


eltie, the Lord of glorie, and yet would crucific 
mee, would neuer vouchlate to open my 
mouth for them': but now, -O Father, for as 


rothe eye of their vnderſtanding, nor made c- 
uident to the view of their conſcience, vouch- 


charge. x alt 31 ret 

TT heſccond bad humour, that feedes this 
mortall wound, is willingneſſe ; 1f we/imnewil- 
lingly.” If thePilote bee not skiltull or carefull, | 


| 
þ 


| 


| 


| 


choſethart goe by Sea muſt needs ſayledanger- 
ouſly; but iftheyalſo carie full laile in the midſt 
of atempeſt,they cannot chooſe but be ouerſer. 
Euen ſo it farethwith vs, while we flote in the 
{ca of this preſent world; If our vnderſtanding, 
which is our Pilote, doe failevs, after wee haue | 
receiued the knowledge of thetruth, our caſc 


will be readyto linke vs,and this is the Apoſtles 
word here 1n this place.  f we /inne willingly, 


{1mpleand {ingle will, and importeth rather a 


reſolute wilfulneſſe. So thatthis is not a mixt f 


action,wherein the ſinner is Parry willing,part- 


1" war for the performance of wicked delignes. 


en a man will runne ondeſperatcly,and 
{inne 
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linne euen becauſe he will finne, fmall or no oc- 
calion moouing him thereunto: For the leſſe 
the occalion and temptation 1s, the greater is 
| the tranſprefſion. This was a further circum- 


| ſtance which made 4dzwx ſinne fo k heinous, 


that hauing free acceſle to all the other trecsin 
Paradiſe; hee muſt needes taſte of the forbidden 
fruit. Asit was vileinl Ahab, thathauing ma- 
ny goodly poſtefſions of his owne, hee muſt 
needes bee ſicke for Naboths vineyard; and it 
doth much aggrauatethe offence, when arich 
man ſhall deale deceitfully in word, inwaight 
and meaſure. T hus when a man 1s rathertranſ 
ported by his ownerebcllious will, theninfor- 
ced by any vrgent necefhtic, is rather caried 
forward by aprompt and peremptorieinclina- 


tion, this is to finne willingly. When Sathan | 


' no ſooner temptes, but the finner as readily | 


yceldes, as the etymon of the word importes, 
eavhpc Of xe Indulgeo .. When it is not by 
conſtraint , but of aready minde, as S. Peters 
oppolition®doth-manifeſt; wn dyayxecg5, a0 anv- | 
clve® 1. Pet.5. Sois the Apoſtles ſpeech of fin- 
ning willingly here to bee vnderſtood. . Doe 
what we can; whilſtwe carie about this maſſe 
of corruption; ſfinne will haue herrelidencein | 
vs, but S. Paul warnes, that we ſufter it not to 
rcigne in our mortall bodies, that we ſhould 0- 


| bey'it inthe luſts ®thereof. If it violemtly ouer- | 


rule 


: 


tion, then by any violent and coattiue tempta- | 


k Gene.z.z, - 


1 1.Knme. 21.4. 


m 1.Pet.5.2.. 
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rule vs, we muſt not willingly ketatruleouer vs: 
| Ifit compelllike a tyrant, wee, muſt nor letit | 
| commandasaKing. Wee mult ſigh vnderthe 
| bondage, and grone vnder the burthen of it, 
o Zwdaaz. | like the Iſtaclites vnder® Pharav. We muſtnor 
|.p 14.26. -{-ſayas thoſe people proteſled to P Joſuah, All 
| ' | thatthoucommandeſt vs we willdoe, and whi- 
| | ther thou ſendeſt vs we will goe : for it wedoe, 
it will command that which is dangerousand | 
| damnable, and will ſend vsto hell for our hire. 
| q Rem.6.23z | Thewages of ſinne u4 death; wemuſtall acknow- | 


| ledgewith S.Io un 1.Ep/.1, © If we ſay that 


- 
- 


r 1,lobz 1.8, ; 
we hauenoſinne, wee deceiue ourlelues, yet 


| we muſttake heed, we be not ſuchashe ſpeakes | 
| c 1.4nz4, F Of inhis 3. Chap. news rw” <puayrier, which 
| ſertle and {ell chemſcluesto worke wickednes; | 
| Forifſ{uch a one cannot bee renewed by repet- / 
| rt Anlſelmin {4 Trance, Non eſt EX cuſatio infix mitates,/e a crlpa ©V0- 
'] Hcb.s,  luntatis ; hee can pleade no excuſe of tnfirmitie, 
{ but muſt needes lay all the blame-yponthe wils | 
q-; | iniquitic. Therearc ſome (as Salomon notes) [ 
|  Prou2.14. |} Which doeencn reiozce in doing ewitl, and delight 
grmrepds 1o peruerſe courſes. Tea they cannot ſleepe , except 
| x Prez.4.z6, | they hae done*enif,butthisreioycing is adious, 
| and this delight exceeding dangerous. Lord, 
| how oppoſite are thele men in their affetti- 
| | ons to our Saniour Chriſt. Y 1t was hu meate 
|! 743% | andarinke to doe the will of God; butt istheir 
| | meate and drinke, yea it lulles them aſleepe, to | 
doe the workes of the dewill. Whata maleperr | 
1 | 9 ſpeech | 
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ſpcech is that of Sawls Courtiers, * Our tongues | , Plala, 
are our owneF wewiltalke,they wil becauſe they 
will, Stat proratonewoluntas; Y cathey ate rea-- 
dieto fay with® Ceſar, iat#aeft alea., fall backe,! | ; " EPO 
fall 'edge-they arc reſolued to perliſt in their Z 
ſinnes. Whar a defperatereſolution-isthat of. |! 
| wiltull wrerches inithe {ixr ofÞ-1zeremie? Who: 
being thus louingly: exhorted-and: graciouſly. 
"promiſed, //alke in thegood way; and youſhall finde 
reſt to your ſoules, doe anfwereas wickedlyas pe- 
remptorily,we will not walketherin. Wal may 
it be ſaid of theſe men,that they {innewillingly, | 
which ſo rathlyforſake the way of ſaluation, | 
and ſoreadily(ſtep into the path otcondemnari- |. 
' on. Such fe {innerswere the lJewes, whole | 
 ſtonie hearts andflintie ſonles, neither Chriſts |; 


| b Iere;6.16, 


| reares could © mollfre;nor his threatnings ter» | c £«4e77.40. | 
' rifie, therefore is:their habitation becomedeſo- | $4 


| 


late for cuer. Such reſolute and diflolute {in- 
; ners were the.Sodomites, who could not bere- | : ll 
| ſtrained by-Zors fubmſle 4 petition; his more | 4 Gme.299.8'] 
| thenlawfull motion; nor the Lords extraordi- | 11. i 
| narie affliction; bur ſtill perſiſted obſtinately, till | 
- een. extreame: wearineſle: inforced - them to. | 
| leauetheir wickedneſſe: And whatthen could, 
| they elle exſpett, but. that. fireand brimſtone 
|| fromheauen ſhould be their portion. Hoe dew: | = 
 maxime irritat, T his ſaith <C hafewers doth | © ſan » 
Jar 137 | Pſal 108, \- 
| mightily prouoke God, when men doe-inne 
| with ſucha; premeditation and {crled reſoluti- 
of > os on. 
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 +...+ | on So faith Dawdiin the eighteenth Plalme. + 
| £ Pſal18.26, | f With the pure thou wilt ſhew thy ſelfe pure_, but | 
; with the froward thou wilt wreſtle; tor lo the He- 
brew word *2enn is wel tranf{lated by Tremelins, 
T hus God will wreſtle with the wicked, not 
'g Gen. 32. in mercy as he did with 7acob $, when hee (i 
rted him, but iniudgement,as /acob did with 
Eſau when he ſupplanted him. Itthe {inner will 
be wilfull, God will bec as wiltull, it froward: | 
God will beas froward. It he will wreſtle with 
God indiſobedience, God will tiippe vp his 
heeles invengeance, and caft him downe with | 
therebellious ſpirits into the loweſt hell. Asin | 
thetime of the law there was no SanQuarie for 
wilfull murderers, ſo was there neuer any San- 
Auarie of mercie tor wiltull ſtnners: It a fabiea 
{hall bee carryed violently ina rebellion,much 
compaſhon is to be ſhewed, but he that runnes 
voluntarily with the difloyall , deſcrues to bee | 
ſeuerely puniſhed. So when a poore {inner can 
ſay with the Apoſtle, I ® would not willingly 
doe thateuill Idoe—>; It us the law of my members, 
that rebelles again#t the law of my minae,and leades 
| me captiue to the law of ſinne, he may looke with 
i Bicren.s | comfort towards the mercieſcate. For i peccate 
Mat. 16, n0n nocent ſi non placent, {inne {hall not hurt vs 
ifit doe difpleaſe vs. But when it may be {aid 
| to him,as it is in the fiftieth Pſalme, Smwlac w1- 
des furem : As ſoone as thou ſeeſt a theefe thou run- 


neit with him. Yea when hee {hall commit all 
Un. 
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| pnileanene(/e withgree amneſſe*, i waemretre, CUCN | | 
| couctpully when: bus heart tþall beeascagetly 
{ct ypon his wickeanelle,as checouctous mans | 
| on his weith, whatgan he Hepe tor; ibuytthat 
| the gate; of mcrcy-thould bethuragainſt him ? 
Thereforc1s the Lord forefolute?;that ifaman 
will goeconhdently and wiltully onin his fins, 
| bleſkng himſcite, and: promiling peace: to his 
| ſonle, he willuot be merefull to him.Dent.29.Y Ea 
he hath ratified it withanafſeucrartion, = Sarely | 
the iniquite of ſuch a ſmner ſhall neer be pardoned | 
or purged, E/a.22. Yea it a:barcſpeechor afle- | 


1 Drut:2g, 19, | 


| ueration-will not ſerue 3 when Ehbes ſonnes will 
wiltully perliftin their tinnes, and will nor bee 
| reclaimed, either for their owne credit, their 
tarherscomfort, or the Lordsglorie, hee takes | 
hisoath, ® that the' wickedneſſe of Elies houſe | 
| ſpallnot be purged with ſacrifice or offering for e- 
KEY. 1.Sa1.N. 
T hethird badde humour which feedes this 
| Apoltaſie,is birterand violent, namely malice, | 
| aconſequent ofthe former. Forwhen men doe | 
oncegrow wilfull, they ealily become malici ; 
 ous,and waxecuen rebelliouftybentagainſtthe | 
| truth. $0 as was tuljan the: rour, whome | 
ther OMe * therefore molt 1 1 y ſtilerh forhs o Hier. Cata- | 
| malice, Canemrabidum;earn ammae Dogae;' So \ (grip ly. 
| Bwerethe Jewes,whomourSauiourtaxingfor (© tf 
| this.finne;, P:oalles;, broode af Vipers: becaule | » Mat.12.37, 
bulofuenimand malice. .Such whin- | | 
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nerthe Apoſtle doth here call az aduerſaric, as 
being-one that direAly oppoſeth himfele a- / 
| gainlt the rules ofpietie,andafterwards1in more | 
f tearefull wordeshe brandeth him thus; which | 
| {| doth deſpight the pirit of grace—; "And in the ſixt | 
| q Heb.6.6. ; | tothe Hebrewes, 4 hecalleth him acrucifier of 
Chriſt, and amocker ofhim;/When a man ſhall 
3 | | become a-profcſied aduerfarie tohim; whois | 
' r _pfat.zo, 28, | able to deftroy both ſole and bodyin hell® when '0 
he ſhall deſpightthe ſpirir of grace,which is the | 
ſpirit of comtort, helperh ourinfirmities, and | 
| makerh' requeſt for vs.with. grones and \/ighes | 
C Rom8, 26, | Which cannot be\ expreſſed. When heeſhall make 
| iq bura mzockeof Chriſt, ro whom'the blefled An- 
alk gels doc homage ©, oh how lamentable'is the | 
| cſtate of ſuch a one, when the patient lothes his 
tood, quarrels with his Philitian,  angrie with | 
{ hisfriends, chafes with him ſelfe, you wilt ay | 
| heisinill caſe, and ſuchis the condition of a fro- | 
ward and malicious ſinner: When the ws iraſci- | 
bilss. Which ſhould be as 4 m__—_ the-dore of the | 
] /oule to keepe away the theeft, ſhall waxe madde, 
and bite the Maſter, or his friends cnen ſnarle at. 
| God, at his ſervants, and his ſacred truth, what 
 fafety or comfort can that foule haue ? when | 
Chriftians whichſhould beas Lambs, and new | 
' u 1. P4t2.2.2, | borne Babes in receauing ® with meekeneſſe the 
lemuz. |} ſincere milke of the word, andthe comfortable | 
| foodeofthe bleſſed Sacrament, ſball rurnedogs 
and hyine, treade vnder foote thoſe precious 
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The Sinne agamſi the holy Ghoſt." 
pearles ,: and bee readg.cuen torent their,* Pa- 
: ſtars, they muſt needes kindle. Gods wrath, and] 
| accelerate his iudgements... This wasthelinne, | 
| of « Alexanderthe Copper-lmith, ofwhom S+.,| 
| Paul) faith, aladgrviems, he vehemently with-,' 
| ſtood our preaching. He ſaith. not 547» bur rois | 
fugripors abyersy AQT VS but our words, our prea-, 
ching tor that had not beene fo hainous, the, | 
 oneis but a perlonall. perſecution, and ſo had. | 
becne alinnc againſt charitic, the otherado&tri- | 
nall , and ONES a direQ offence a- 
gainkt pictie. And ſurely, itisafcarefullthing | 
| whenaman ſets hunſelte againſt heauen.: 2 f || 2 1.5am.s. 25. | 
one man ſinne againſt another (laith Elie) the Iudge | 
ball mage it , but if 'a man. ſnne againſt the Lord 
who will pleade for him?It goes hard with a male- | 
 fator, whenno,manwill, can,ordarebe hisad- | 
uocate :. but it-is Gods juſt iudgement vpom- a. E 
| malitious{inner; and therefore it was his ordi- | 
nance, ® that he which ſinnedpreſumptuonſ/ly (euen | b Numv.x5.30} 
| erecting with ahigh hand the flagge ot detiancea- | 
gainſt God, asthe mctaphor imports) and #laſ- || 
| phemed the Lord, the ſame pogen ſhould be cut off | 
| from among his people : that the ſame cutting | 
t off, might be a preludiwnto his fearefull and hi- | 
| nall ſeparation #om7he {ocietie.of the blefſed An; | - 
gels, the ſpirits of 3u57 and holy men, and from 1e- |" 
ſus Chriſt the mediator of thenew*teſtament,How || © Heb.13.33. 
| fearefull was the obſtinacie of Stephensenimies, | 
who being notableto "6g the ſpirit bywhich he | 
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to. [pat ; * his ee ir with blaſphemic@: and " | 

[beir the Lotddid' & his intiocent conſtierice 

;with an-Angelicatl couttenance;; yct'theyfo- 
_ |[ perſiſted in their miaticegrhartheygauehim nile | 
"rf ; cauſeto'taxe thetythus;, you feffe-neckedand of | 
| meircumeiſed hearts and eares, you haue alway reſe- 
| fed 'tbe holy Ghoſt. | Such obſtinate finnes muſt | 
|| needesbepimithed; wheti'as others commurted | 
| .. of trailtiemay eaſilie be pardoned:' Should T nor | 
e lon4.u. || ſpare Neweueh faith the Lord © (which dorhtre{ | 
|  paſſeof infirmitie.) But how ſhould 1 ' [pave Trds 
if ler.5.7. || whichdothtranſoreſſe_- * rebeltonfly.. Here God 
+ © If hath ſomething tolay for Meyer, but rebelli- 
| ous Tudaſtindes arraigned of high treafon/'and 
| God having nothing ro ſayor her, nor (hee for 
| | herfelſe; why the ſentence ofdeath ſhould hot 
paſſe avainfthes, maſt needs becondemned;ex- 
[| cepr Gods iiifticeſhalf beviolare@, which mult | 
' inuiolably be maintained, though alltherebel- | 
- | hows Men and Angels in the world be damned. 
|| Iris diingeronus to walke i the connſellof the vn- | 
go; arcadfdll to flandi in the way of /ammers, but. | 
py and thriſe happy us he that hath not ſitinthe- | 
ſeate of the 8 ſcornefall. "Who would thinkethat | 
| anycouly' bee ſoforfaken of God; and bereft of || - 
grace, that heethoald malice and ſcorne thee- | 
 rernall Maieſtie?: yer experience hath found out || 
 fichvilewretches. For ſuch a one wasthatblaf- | 
| phemous Pope was, who'being forbidden by 


| on sPhiſinien rocate Porke, wer ofhiss Mid | 
fat 
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| aid ita greirchatorbumreſeo pofiyons; Frvible 


 difpetto di Diogeaenimdepight of Þ 
| * Whathorrible blaſphemies 6M &4- 
| ble Empecrour ian the Apoſtata, as alſo his 


| IWhat the Carpenters Sonne > (meaning Chriſt) 
' was doing ? Fo whomir was well atifivered by 
| a good Chriſtian, * Zoaulum fabriearar, hes this 
| oo coffin for Tarn which proplietieil fpeech 
 wasverified by the enent;/for ifidecd Wnbin iv 


vyhen a man'ts prowneto this rk £6 of imipte. 
| rs tharhedarc#thus with #high hand fimiet- 


*N | Sfchoſe vehowoutdpraytbr hit, hot admit 
ting anypetitionto bee pat'vp mh the Conrtof. 
| Mcrcy: accordmygto- thoſe wordes-of St. john; 
| There 164 imme CAR" HedtÞ\" fay not that thik 

' ſhouldef pray ſorlibt! hd iow 6ffdoth the Tod | 

| albenthebethe fatherofmercies, andthe God 

ofall conſotarion®; how oft I ſay doth heſend 


| ſhut norpray for this peopie;: neither tift- up orie nor | 
" | prayers for them yea es wont! facheaſes to 
| ſtrrevprheſpirits ofhisleruants ropray: 
 fach: norofigus finners-:' afid'to' 


| gainftrhe Almightiey the Lord ops thi ſaves. 


forth his ; expteſſe probibirion to teremie?aThoy | 


py = 


' tovtter his wordes.)* Gere waver 1 


4. 
| of; es de. Rgmg 


| leude companion Libanius the Sophiſter belch 
; forthagainſt Chriſt ? whoat their going forth 
to the Perſian watrezaskediin froffing manticy, 


ertions vpn thenn!+ Roh 
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eds 


| 1 Hiſtor,Trip, 


 firangely wounded and flaiteinthatwar. Now | 


U.6. $£2þ e44e 


| k Theoda'et,. 


bift, l,3.c.28. 


1 1.1ob.c.16, 


| 


.m 2.Cor.1.3, 


n ITerem.7.c 
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{ end hath he armed the Chnrch with that Gee. £ 


| God, with moſt pathonate and bitter im preca- | 
| tions? T hus did Peter againſt $7mor Mage, as | 
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The Sinne againſt the holy Ghoſt. 


full cenſure _dnatherma maran-atha , If any man 
loue not the Lord Jeſus, let him be acourſed till the. | 
comming of -9 Christ; 1 | $560 P6255 3 #0281 | 1 +© | | 
| Thus doth Dawid? delire the Lord not tobe | 

mercifull to them 7h4t tranſgrcſſe> maliciouſly. 
Yea how oft doth hee- purſue, the enimies of 


hiſtories report: 4 thus did the primitiue church | 
pray againſt 9x the Apoſtata, and ncuer left | 
| aſſaulting him with her weapons:(which are 

| prayersand teares) till hee had receiued his ti- | 


| nalland fearcfull ſtroke ofdeſtruftion, and then | 


| 
r Hieren.ſuper | 
Habac 2, 


{ AMat-26. 74... 


 xaTapabeua- | 
| Tikew nat ou | 
4 "8 We 


{ with dreadfull execrationsvpon himſelte , 7f he 


| thee ſang Hallelujaes for his © ouerthrow. Gods | 
deareſt children may commit very haynous | 
linnes, yet they doc it ofinfirmitic,and not mas | 
liciouſly. The finne of Peter was very fearefall, | 
yeacould any almoſt beemore hainous? when 
as hee a chicte Apoſtle, at the word of a fillic | 
' Maide, againſt his conſtantproteſtation, three | 
| ſeuerall times, within the ſpace of a few houres, | 
did notonly denie, and forſake, but even for- | 
| ſweare his Maſter and Sauiour : yea and that 


| knew the! man? But alas;all this proceeded from | 
' infirmitic;the preſent danger and feare of death 
| extorted thoſe othes, and drewthole cxecrarti- | 


| ons from him. And therefore, when hee went | 


| torthand wept bitterly , diluit culpenme lachrymu, | 


: Ny ; when | 
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| when he wept,he wipteaway his hainous linnes 
with bitter teares, and the Lords compaſſions | 
failed him not. 


” he —— — 


uelation, ſpeaks of a great ftarre called worme- 
wood , which falling intothe waters and foun- 


For whereas other ſ{innes doe but muddiethe | 
ſtreames, this impoiſons the very fountaine of | 
our holy profeſlion,and brings immortal death 

without remedie.:Andthis is the fourth degree 
ofthis dreadfull Apoſtalite, which, forthe ber- 
ter handling, I call aparticular humour when it 
| isindeedlikethe corruption of all the humours | 
| inthe body. Foritis not a duoxpegla, butrather 
| 4 x«x:5ie, not ſome {mallcr diftemper, but a ge- | 


4 
C 
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td 


| nota binding of S:mpſons hands, but a ſhauing 


of his locks, not like the ſetting of the-Sunnein 
aclowde, but atotall Ecclipſe, yeaſuch agoing 


ally accompanie.the malitious reliſting of the | 
knownevruth. And therfore 4thana/715* ioynes 


| raines made them bitter, ſo that many dyed | 
| thereof. Behold, ſuch isthe humourofmalice; | 


| ncrall-cuill diſpoſition and habir of Religion, | 


downeas neueradmitsany riling againe. Fort ] 
is a totall and finall Apoſtaſie which doth viu- | 


that malice and Apoſtaſie together in the dett- 
nition of this: blaſphemic againſt the Hole 
Ghoſt, calling it 4: malitious denying of the faith 
which a man hath profeſſed,as  Sylls faid in Sueto- 
mins : Vn C aſarimmultos Marios in efſes Yerewere | 


-— — A. 
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many Mergen one'G aha -So Is may Lay there 
| are many miquities 1nthisonedinne:: whichin- | 
| deede becomes a congeries ofall abominations.' 
| Eot wg tune ok Godieazerh vponifuch agali- | 
cies inner a3 hath beene mentioned, toian'we- 
: ter priuation otgrace, like Daxzds heauic impre- 
| « 2.$43..21, | Cation vpon mount Gilboe. * Your mowntaines of 
| Gilboe panyou be neither dewe wor raine for ewes, | 
And like our Sautors curſe vpon the figge tree, 
| ncuer man eat fruite of thee white theworld' 
tandeth.  Againe, Sathan caſts his violentand! | 
| inuenomed temptations,” which the [Apoſtle, || 
| Ephe.6.calleth fierce darts, and thoſe wherethey | 
| ſtrike they ſiicke faſt, and worke vpon the Soule 
y Iob.6.4, | like the arrowes of 1obs body , Y The venome 
| whereof aried. vp hs ſpirits. And then as in the 
| gencrall deluge, whenthe waters increaltdtoa | 
| certaineheight, al fleſh periſhed; ſo in this greax | 
| oucrflowing otfinne, all Gerkes ofgrace ate Vt | 
| terly extinguiſhed, 
| Thisis implied herewhenthe Apoſtle Salas 
| ofan'oppoſition: againſt the cauſes a ourſalua- 
| tion, namely, The ſonne' of God, the bloud of the | 
| teſtament, axdthe /pirit 'of grace... And'this ojlo- | 
| © 3.Fim, 1.9. where ® hecalleth Jhipmracke of faith, and in 
| wes f | <dpgſtuſc from the faith, daiciedini rhe wloies 
{ b 1,Tim.4.1.2, 1.717. 4. And addes thercafory, Har arg their | | 
EM | dniffrnces barnt withan hot" on; For when the 
. | conſcienceis cauterized,ther> folowahm viter 
| 4 iggt; > -20trhe © lnttedfacultios {d: hon 
there. 
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The Sinne againſt the holy Ghoſt, - 
there 15 loſt ng (pirizuall {onle of: grace. As wee | 
ſay of griefes, {9 it isinthe linnes, Cure leucs lo- 
quuntur, ingentss ſiupeat, the [mailer {ins ar firſt 
are yerkſome, and terrifie, bur boing growne | 
| many and great,they Gupifie, Sothat he which | 
was wont £0 crie. out with S, Pearl, A wretched | 
men that Iam , who [ball deliner me from this body 
of death, RoTa..7. can make. 3 cauengant: with | 
- | deaththe graveand hell: - Alſo E/@ 28-hewho | 
| was prefled down with the pangerous waight | 
of his ſinnes, which were as aheauie burden raq | 
 keauic for bjm go bare, P/al.38.can gtlaſt goe | 
| a5 roundly away with them as; eer- Sam/en | 
went with the Gates of o,dazgh. T he:confei- | 
ence at firſt will diligently oblerneand cenſure | 
the linner, bur the ſame being negleRed, he þe- 
Comes avroraleugr@®, Even condemned of © hums- 
ſelfe_1, gnd-yet continyeth. in {jnne with great | 
ſecuritie, Ita wounded man haye but gne Sur- 
geon, andone falye rocurehim,and yer he alas, 
would {lay that Surgeon, and calt away that 
lalye, whathope-can there bee of hisrecoveric, | 
| and ſuch js the condition. ofa deſperate {inner, 
Chriſt Iefus is the Surgeon, and His preciqus 
| blood thebleſſed balme to cure ourwounded | 
foules, Ifaman{hall thenofter violenceto his | * 
| perſon , Creciſying againe to bimſelfe.- the ſoune | ... 
#f ® Goa: And contempt to this plaſter , 4? treu- | d Heb.&6. 
| «ng wnger {oote theblaod af the®: Teſtament, Is | © Hohacis 


there any meanes let-in heaven Re earth ”_—_ | 
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him? Surely no, but that muſt needes follow 
' which our Sauiour Chriſt threatned to the | 
| £ 1891 8.24, lewes, f Tou ſhall die in your ſinnes. Saint's Paul | 
| ; 1.Tim.4.r | prophecicthotffomethatinthe latter timcs ſhal | 
'þ 2.P4z1; | | depart fromthe faith, and S. Peter Þ ſaith, there 
ſha'l be—> ſome that will denie the Lord that bought 
them : And this afterwards heecals an intang- 
ling, meaning fo, that one cannot be looſed and | 
an ouercomming, ſo that he cannot bee deline- 
red, the iſſue of which cſtate he expreſſeth, fay- | 
ing, They bring vpon themfelues ſwift damnation, 
And truely when Sathan preuaileth ſo farre, 
that he vanquiſheth them with his ſuggeſtions, 
and fettereth them in the chains of {inne, ſtri- 
king his temptations. like the naylcof 7 into 
| i 14dg.4.2t | the temples of their thcads, ſo that they lie 
- | groucling like $i/era in his Tents, being made 
even his Pondfizucs and vaſlalles ; there is little 
hope that eucr they ſhall recoucr. Foritis1m- 
pothble, that they which haue beene ſo quali- 
| fied withthe grace of Gods ſpirit, ifthey fall a- 
h. RHeb.6. 6. way, ſhould be renewed' by h repentance. T he 
children of God nirlooarthcy doe fall, but T&ya- | 
Tigorle: is here it is, Prolapſy | id proces lapſh, 
Leena Anſelm interprets, that is, vtterly fall away 
Hef reti, | they cannot, for the Zord ſtaies them wp with hu 
| LapſAquin, hand, Pſa; 7.2.4: As when Peter through the 
- ] terrours ofthe waues was ready toſinke,Chriſt 
| tooke him by the hand and ſaued him: So when 
| weare oppreſſed with the waues of temptati- 
ons, | 


—_— —— | \ 


WO V ts _ 


Verfe 20, 


| [| 
T4 | 


- 


The Sinnd againſt the holy Ghoſt, | 


| : a 
tions, andare ready to ſinke in the Gulfe of de- | 
faire, the Lord reacheth forth the hand of co- 
paſſion and. preſerueth ys, nyxe'28 a7«uer in 
many things weſtwnble all;as S. Samerk layth, 
Yea the iuſtman falleth {een times (that is ve- | 
ry oft) as Salomon witneſſeth. But hereis the | x Prov.24.16,” 
comfort, that heriſeth againe,though his foote | 
lip through his frailtie; or he beecalt downe | 
through the ſtumbling blockes of temprations, 
| yethe finds the center of Gods mercie to reſt | 
vpon,and takes new footing by vnfaincdrepen- | 
trance. Xo jic impy, non ic, as for the vngodly | 
its neither ſo nor lo withthem, for their fall 1s 

| rotall, itis final. Dawid fell dangerouſly in the 
| matter of Y71a/,2.54;11, but Saul fell away. 
fearefully,, when hee conſulted with a Witch, ; 
1.6494.28; Aaron fell grieyoully, when he ſut- | 
fered the l{raclires to make earings and dance a- | 
bout the Calfe, Exed.32. But Balaain: fell away | 
wilfully,, when hee' taught Balac to intrappe , 
the children of Iſrael, Numb, 1, Peter fell dan- | 
gerouſly when he denied Chriſt TJeſus;c244:26. 
But Iwdas fell awaydeſperately, when hee han* | 
ged himſelf, Mat.2 9, Thus thegodlyalthough }. 
they fall into groſſe.ſinnes,, yerdoenor vtterly | _ 
tall away; Accordingto chat in the firſt of Jo/w | 
and the third , 14/hoſoeacr is borpe of God\ſmaneth | 
not,tharis, hee fnneth not'torally and' finally. | : 
| Chriſts ſpeech to/Peter, Luke 22. was very.com- | 421... 
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The Sime ay aft the haty Ghoſt. | | 


{ thy faith fatle ot, that it be not wholly Eclipkg, 
wh och interceſhon of Chriſts is eh for 
all Gods children, who, albeitthey may ſome. | 
cimeslabourin obſcuritic, likethe Sunne, yer | 
ean they neuter bee wholly Edipſed like the 
| Moone. Though diners bones bee broken or | 
out of ioynt, yer the skiltull Surgoon will ex 
| them together againe, butifall bealunder,hoy | 
can they be vnited.. Though the body be ſub- | 
| retro 4 mightic confulionot bad humoursand. 
| diſtemper ofblood, yetifthe virall ſpirits bee | 
| tor conſumed, nor the vigor of nature vttetly 
exhauſted , the $kilfull Phifitian hath hopes | 
| recontrhis parient. Bur if the ſpirits boe ſpon, | 
| and there beno force of natureto afliſt che me | 
dicine, but rather to reliſt the ſame , there 15no | 
| way bet one, for what can bee expected but | 
death? And isir inthe ſicknelſe ofthe foule;jt 
| tnay bercconcred vpon many on difca- 
| ſes of finne, but if it once bee ſubjetroatortall 
Apoſtalie,it can nererbe cured, rhere is no way 
but death with ſichaficke ſinner: and therfore 
St. 70hn ® docrh very fitly call it a ſame vnto | 
dearth. Tfrhe ſoule of man be left liketherrer 
| that Nebuchadnezzar fawe in a > dreame(rhe 
ſtampeand rootes wherof was leftim cheearth) 
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| thon h many branches of grace bee loppedoff 
f by Cathen , yet behold it may flourith againe, ' 
| burifitbe like rcherree thar $1. 74de» ſpeaks of, | 
j Pithout fruit twiſe dead & plucked wp g's 
+ dh : : then | 
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| willing, a malitious,a totall Apoſtaſte. And this 
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theſe foure feete of Apoſtalie, is abhominable 


{ filthy dungeon with the vncleaneſpirits.Butto | 


then the axe of Gods iudgemenrshes neareto 
ir. P Ifthefalt havevtterly loſt hi /avoxr , it is 
e007 for nothing, but to be caſt our ; ſoifa Chri- 
ſtian hane loſt all the ſappe and ſawour of grace, 
and become vtterly without reliſh in-the'pra- 
iſe and profefiron otgodlineſle, he is good for 
nothing, but muſtlooke to be caſt forth mto wr- 


ter darkeneſſe,andinto that violent fire that ſhall de- | 


uonre the aunerſarie. 
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Behold now ( beloned) you ſee what is the | 


ſinne againſt che holy Ghoſt, eyenawitting, a 


. 
ttt. 


monſtrous {inne is like the mighty winds, which 
beating onthe foure corners ofthe houſe wher 


in obs children were, did caſt it on theirheads: } 


q for when finne once breathes , and blowes | 
from theſe foure Climares,itdrawes downethe | 
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mdgements of God vpon the finnersheads, to | 


theireuerlaſting rame.* And as the Fowlesthat | r Levit.u1, 26, | 


went on all foore, being vncleane, wereabho- 
minationto men: fohe that goes groucling on. 


inthe fight of God, and fhall befubie&rothe 
the end thar rhe nature anddanger of this finne 


may theberrer appeare,let vs confider why it is | 


calted rhe ſinne againſt the holy Ghoſt. Where . 
firſt we muſt obſerue, that it is ſo called,nor,be- 

cauſe iris commitred againſtthe perſon, but a- 
gamſttheattribures, and efpcctall operation of 
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| 


| the holy Ghoſt. Theold and vulgar diſtinQion 
ofthe Schoolemendothilluſtrate this very wel. 
The Father is called power, againſt him there- 
fore menare ſaid to {inne in weakeneſle, and in- | 
firmitie. The Sonneis called wiſdome, againſt 
him they offend of ignorance and {tmplicitie. 
The holy Ghoſt is called grace, againſt him 
therefore they {inne who tranſgreſle wiltully 
and ligouly ; Tr being then the proper and 
eſpccialt worke of the holy Spirit to mollifie | 
the heart by repentance, and to ſanttifie it by 
grace, he that ſhal thus oppoſe himſelfe againit 
theworke of the ſame ſpirit, muſt needes be- 
come graccleſſe and impenitent, that bleſſed |, 
and gracious Spirit being taken away. For as | 
the yron a3 was made ſoft by being in thc 
tire, when it is taken forth becommeth harder | 
| then eueriit was : ſo the heart of man, which | 
with the fire of Gods ſpirit , was in ſome ſort 
mollihted,and made to melt, whenthe ſame ſpi- 
rit is vtterly withdrawne, becomes extremely | 
f Dan9.9, obdurate and jncorrigible. 1 To thee ( 0 Lord 
God) belongeth mercy and forgineneſſe , ſaith Da- | 
| el. Truc it is, but when a manhath mgde 
himſelte vncapable of mercy, the cogitation 
| thereof is rather a corraſiuc then any comfort 
at all. Are not thoſe, who charge Chriſt with: 
an vncleane ſpirit, worthy to bce poſleſt with 
the ſpirit of ſſumber ? If they deſpight the (pi- | 
rit of grace,doc they not deſerue to be depriued 
of 
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| The Sinne againſt the holy Ghoſt. 


| ofthe ſpirit ofgrace? Ifthey treade vnder foote 
ofa bale eſtimation the Sonne of God, andthe 
| bloud ofthe Teſtament, is it nota iuſtrecom- 
| pence, that Sathan ſhould trample them vnder 
| his feete in the place of torments ? If the Lord 
1uc oucr mentoa reprobate ſenſe, for abuſing £ 
only the meere gifts of © nature, howe much | © xom.1.28. | 
more may they expett to haue their eyes blin- 
| dedand their hearrs hardned, who maliciouf- | u 70h.12.40. 
ly reliſt the workes ofgrace. * And thenasthe |  cbn)/.op im- | 
racklings being taken fromthe {hippe, and the | 0/-in Mar. 
{amelett to the mercy of the Seas, 1s caſt vpon, | 37" 
| ſame cy Seas, vpon 
. rockes, daſhed in _ , or drowned in the 
ſands; fo , the ſoule of man being ſtripped of 
taetacklings of grace , muſtneedes ſuffer ſhip- | 
| wracke, and perifh in the gultc ofeternall per- 
dition. This miſerie is by no meanes to be auoi- 
ded; foras Chry/oome faith, 7 when menare | y cum 2 peo 
| forſaken of God, they are deiinered, to the Deuill: o__ _F Die- 
not for the deſtrution ofthe fleſh, that the ſpirit | Y.ix lob, ; 
may be [aued in the day of the Lord, as the Corinthiz | hom.67. 
an*w.ts. But to be vexcd in ſoule here, andto | = 1.cor.s. 
bee-tormented in ſoule and body hereafter as | 
S$au!3 was. And then what followes, our Saut- | a 1.Sam.16. 
| ourſhewes in the perſons ofthe blaſphemous 
Phariſees : Þ 1/hen the wncleane ſpirit haning beene | > Luke 11, 25. 
c45t out returneth, he brings with him ſenen ſpirits 
worſe then himſelfe >, which doe enter, and awell | 
| there and'taking vp their habiration, doe ſhut | 
 faſtthedore of the heart; ſo thar,albeitthe ”_ 
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© Revel.3.20, | of God doe knocke againe and © againe, yet can | 
it finde noentrance, and that cauſeth ſuch ala. | 
mentable efte&. The latter end of that man ir 
| worſe then the beginning. Thus the heart being | 
' hardned becomesimpenitent,and fo the impe- | 
| nitent {inner becomes vapardonablc:tor where | 
| thereis no grace for Repentance, there is no | 
place for pardon : According to the Apoſtles | 
| wordes, Rom.2. 4 Thou after thy harane(/e , ani | 
heart that cannot repent treaſureſt vp unto thy ſelfe | 
wrath againſt the day of wrath.” I be ſtinging ofan | 
| Aſpeisincurable, and ſuch is this wound, and 
fting-of Sathan, for it growes cankerous, « ay - | 
Lelfrina.r,.4 yeere, like the finne of Hymenews and © Philetus, | 
6 i Yea it becomes that which the Surgeonscall | 
| $$9:4uer@ fenus,cucn ſuchan eating vicerous fore |- 
as doth totally mortifie the part aftefted, (© | 
| thatalltheplaſtersthat art ornature candeuils, | 
| willnothelpcit. This, faith Hierome , is that | | 
| kindeofleprofie which cannot be cured, atid fo | 
much tor the opening ofthe wound. 


The ſecond part , the ſearching of the wound. 


Erenow (bcloued) I could be content to | 

take my ſtation,and ro ſtay my hand from | 

ſearching this wound any further : But becaule | 

| thereis ſome controuerlte concerning the ſame | 

| amongſtche ſpirituall Phiſitians, to-whom-the | 

| cure or carethereatdoth belong, hold $6 - | 
| tent, | 


— ERR. 
UP yawn 


_— 


OY e againſt the boly Ghoſt. 


dicnt, either inreconclling,or confuting the dif- | 
| ferences of opinions, to reliene.thoſe who may | 
| be ſubie&t todoubting, and to fatisfie, if it bee | 
| poſiible,, cucnthoſewhichare.poſſeſt with the | 
ſpirit of contradiction: by Ka. 1g that as 1 
hauc laide the foundation of my poſitive do- 
 rine, vpon the ynmoueable racke of the holy 
Scriptures,fo I haue the conſent of the learned 
of all ſorts, who doe build with me vpon the 
ſame foundation; ſothat only ſingulaniie ſhall 
haue occaſion todiſſent. | 
There are about this mattcr buttwo points 
controuerted, the, one js touching the deſcrip- 
| tion, the otherthe remiſhon of this ſinne. Con- 
cerning the firſt, ſome make finall impenitencie 
to bethe ſinne againſt the holy Ghoſt;but thoſe 
that ſo doe, are confuted;by themlelues; for | 
they hold the {inne_ againſt the holy Ghoſtro: 
bee pardonable, ſo that conſequently, if tinall 
impenitenciebe the {in againſt the holy Ghoſt, 
tinall impenitencie ſhould. bee, pardonable : 
which abſurdity euery ſenlible man muſtneeds | 
be aſhamed of... . . mY 
But Bellrmine himſelte f hath diuers argu- f nellarm de 
ments for the confutation ofthis errour, which | pexitenr.bb,z, 
I will briefly repeate. ol . 1 | 


1. The inneagaintthe bolyGhoſtispro: | 
| ow blaſphemie, but fnallimpenitencie 1s not | 
bl poemte; therein pal pReR RE | 
the {inncagainſt the holy Ghoſt. +... +. i} 
"I LS 


_ 
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TH& * Fihall impenircncie is hot conitnithed 
 tilldearh, bur rhe ſinnc againſt theholy Ghoſt 
is coththitred beforedeath: therefore finall in) 
| penitencie is horthe ſinagainſt the holy Gholl, | 
the #inby propoſition is eyidenit , fot out Sail 
out charged the Phariſees with this ſinne, who | 
were then lining, and for any thing we know, 
lived tony _—__ 

Forther, Paul ſpeakin df this (irine inthe 
| fixrto the Hebrewes, Kirk, itis ithpoſfible thar 
| they which haue committed the fave ſhould | 
| berchewed by repentance. ttwhich words the 
| Apoſtic fpeaketh of choſe” rhat ure alivic; "alle 
_ — that the Sep rrn bee hoes | 
[ newed by rep rance, whit peech wereidle 
| and rich ViabeRothing Þ ore t an Apoſtle. | 
| Apaine, whereas Se. zh» faith, there 1s Gina 
| vnro death, Tfay not thut tho Poulditpray for it; 
| he ſpeaks of liuftng men. And nk ſone | 
4 thinke —/ ma trhe dead, the Text is diet | 
| Yoga niſtrhem. Forte fiith, he that kno eth his 
| brother tb ſine 4 fornbronte death, et. mm which | 
| wordes hee admitteth that a man tnay ſee and | 
{ know when the finneis committed, and there- | 
| fore hee Tpeaketh not-of final impenitencie 
- | whichcannotbeknowne rilafter a mans death, | 

| andhatdlychetialſv. Moreontrif hee ſp akeof 
- ] the ſine of theſe that arcead, Feſhould hot | 
1 tay, He that knowes his brother to finne ; ; buthec- 
that knowes his Brother Ee is | 
Thus 
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The $ ine agdinjt the bely Ghoſt. 


T hus Bellarmine hauing contuted: that opi- | Circumflantia © 
| nion concerning finall impenitengie, and athr- | #<dem, quein 
| medtruely, that the ſame js but cirewn/lantis | pow poet, - 
| quedam, a certaive cirgupnſtence , which may be | © tb | 

found in every particular {une} : be detineth the ; 
| linne 99h the holy Ghaſt.in the lame man- - 
ner as | haye handled jr, callingjr a malicious | g commui cen- | 
| oppolition againſt rhe manitelt and knowne | == omporr 1 
| rruch; which Jehnirign hecontymerht by the | © Oe 
common canlcar of ancient writers $, to whoſe - naw 1% 
reaſons and authorities were they not very pi- | of MY 
thy and pregnant, I might annexe ſundryÞ &,| xr;arie.. _ 
| thers.  Battharwhich hee alleageth may very! e Ambroſe. * Fj 
| well at1zheany reaſonable man, © © | Hrerome, 
'] Now forthe other paint, namely that this | <Anſeiwe. | 
| ſinneis irremiſſible, I yill by Gods $Face proue 
| irdirely by the Scriptures, And becauſe the 
'| ſameis a circumſtance ſomewhat more ſubie& 
rocontrouerlie, I will annexe theteſtimonies 
and reaſons of diyers Papiſts both ancient and | 
| moderne, | Yca I truſt I ſhall makejt cuident, | 
| thar, ropching this oint , theres indeede no 
luch difference, but thatwhi rt recon- | 
| | ciled by, a gdiſtintion allowed op gll parts, if | 
| men will layby rhe humours of contradidtion | =; 


and -contentio! 


. v Y 


this finne, do abl Pry Ver hon to him | 
thavcommits it, . Se. Zake aich plainely , * 12 | » 
| Bel nat be (orginen bimS, Morte wore b oxpreſe | 
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FXlterui delictt. 
L Mat.12.32, 


m. Avg Eþ.59. 
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| 


| 


_ 


tt 
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ly, He hallweuer haxe forginene(/e, but bl bes | 


 contradi& it. Yea, that any ſhould dareto al 
| lay the breaking of ſuch a threefold cord, as 


this bee tollerable, what truth is there ſo cer-. 
 taineor ſacred, but it ſhalt be ubie@rocontra- | 
diftion ? Let vs compare this place with: ano- | 


guilty of eternal damnation. Yea the vulgar La- 
tine hath ir, of an enerla#/ing ſmme. S©,CMatthey 
yet more vchemently, Titſhall not betorgiucn 
him, either in this world, or in the world to come. 
May I not here vſeS, _Anenſtines wordes in an- 
other caſe , ®»quid hor euidentius , quid apertins, 
quid expreſſing ? what ſpeeches could be vttered 
moreeuident, more apparant, more vehement, | 
then theſe ? I cannot but wonder,that any man 
ſhould ſhut his eyes againſt the cleare light of 
ſuch an cuident truth, or open his mouth to 


when the holy Ghoſt faith ,'1* ſhall not be forgi- 
ex, to afhrme, ycs it ſhall be forguuen. When 
he ſaith, it /ha!!neuer hane forgiueneſſe, toauouch' 
yes it ſhall have forgiueneſſe, though hardly. 
And when he faith , either in this world, nor m | 
the world to come, to ſay prefumptuouſly, yes, * 
either in this world, orin the world to come. It 


ther, though much inferiourin the vehemencie | 
of negation. It is faid inthe ninth of Iterke, 


that zhe fire of hellnever goeth out , and why irs 
f 


not one by the like expoſition ſay, yes, it wi 

goe out, but yet hardly, which were happy 

newesfor Dzues, and otherdamned ſpirits. And 
a 
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a good ſuppotrting of 0r/gens old errour, who 
held; thar hell ſhould be d-ftroied, and all the 
damned aftera certaine number of yeares be ſa- 
ucd. But indeede ſuch licentious expoſitions 
are vtterly vnlawtfull, and doeparalell Sathans 
| deniall of the Lords words. In the ſecond and 
third of Genelts, ® youſhall ſurely die, youſhallnot | 9 Gema.rg, 
dieatall FF: eve -o023- þ TOO 

But Bel{amin:? ? would expound the ſpee- | p De Pani. 
ches of the Euangeliſts by certaine places in AMe- | ** (10.2.6.16, | 
thew, and leremie. In the nineteenth of Mathew 
q our Sauiour faith , It isr4/ier for a Camelltogoe | q Marg, 14. 
through the eye of a needle, then for a richman to |. *6+ 
eater into the kingdome of heauen.In which words | 
ſuch he,our Sauiourſcemes plainely toexclude 
rich men from ſalwuition; yet he addes, that |. 
which is impoþiible to'm2ew, is poſeable to God. And | r lmiy.;s, 
in thethirteenth of zerenze, hee faith, that the |- th, 
lewes canno more be changed; thentheblacke |} | 
Moore can change his skinne, or the Leopard . | 
his ſpots, and yer doth he inmany places aftec 
thatexhorrt, and call themtorepentance. . | 

To theſe places I anſwere, firſt ingenerall, 
that theyare not like; for though in {tmilitudes 
and compariſons exten{ine ſpeechesare ſom: -- 
times vſed, to note a difhcultie by an impoſhbi- | l 
litic; yetina ſimple negation itisnot ſo. And | © As Mat.24. 
further to the places in particular. Firſt, thoſe | 37,7,4s wee 
wordes in the nineteenth of Mathew may beta- | 17. 
| ken foradire&and [implenegatiue, being truly | | 
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; expounded ; for our Sauiourinthe tenth of Sr, 
u Mark 10.24 AMarken doth thus qualihe the rigour of them: 
It is hard for them that truſt in riches , to enter into\\ | 
heauen.S0that a man may ruly lay, it.isimpoſ. | * 
fible for aman ſo beſpotred with his richesand./| | 
deuoted to his wealth,that he makes it theelpe- | | 
ciall obic&t of his loue, the center of his hope, 
the fort of his confidence, to enter into the | 
King dome of heauen. Secondly, I denie not, but, | 
as itis pothble, reſpetting the abſolute omni- 
| potencieof Almightic God, to {auc ſuch arich 
man ; ſo1s there no defect in God, tpr fauing of 
| himthatinnes ann the holy Ghoſt : but the 
| '| impoſhibilitic ariſeth from the ſinner himſelte. 
| x For ſoſome ;| * Letthe bunch on the Camels backe be taken 
|| he he nord} away andhemaygo incgchegare ac Jeruſalem, | 
| n44n05M5 | called theneadleseye :letthegablerabebevn- 
{ "KAT: || twiſted, and you may putit through the cyc of 
a needle : ſo letthe rich man ike Zachews give 
ſome part of his goods to the poore,, and make 


* 
- 


reſtitution x here. hc hath wronged,and he may 


. 


come to. heauen : Andlet bim that bath blal- E 
afar repent and beleene, and he ſhall forcly 
| we: |... i 

oi « ->qpoa — Concerning the words in Jeremuc, we mult || 
| a Bellam de | Oblcrucaruleof Scripture, which Se. = ,_Augr- 


Ecclemiktante [tine, and Zellwminehimſelfobſerueth. aNamc- 


| #6 3.£4p.16, , ik TE 
FS: |: 4: be ſometimes thoſe things are thhben'o 
-» ag elinitely of all, which properlyand dircly 
| wihs,, | Joe belong to a part Þonely. It is writtenin 


the 
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che twelfthofT o# n,t Though he had done many | . .. 
miracies there, yet they beleened not in him. Here | © IG 
a man would thinke, that none ofthe lewes be- 
leeued in Chriſt ;, yet. ver/e 43. Ir is faid that | 
\ many of the 4 ulers belerned "LL hm, When our CT4- | 
uiourat his pathon prayeth thus, Father forzine 
them, for they know not what they doe» This could | 
not be ſpokenofertery tmdimidnall man, which 
had a hand in his execution; but onely of ſome; 
forit is cuident, that divers of them moſtdeſpe- 
rately, euen againſttherir confcience did oppoſe 
 themfelues againſt Chriſt: and fo might the 
Lord ſpeake definitely ofthe Fewes, that they 
. were hke the Blackmore cuen altogether in- 
corrigible, when as fome of them, notwithſtan- 
ding were capable of Repentance andpardon. 
Apaine, if it weregranted, that the Lord coun- 
al all the feweswvnrecorerable, muſt it needes 
be, that his ſending to perſwade them to Re- | 
pentance, docth therefore crofle his cenfure ? | 
Whoknowes notthatit is vſuallwith God, ro 
| ſend-his Prophets and Preachers, ro cattthem 
; to Repentance, of whom he hath ſaidexpreſly | - 
before, that they will-not 4 repent, and yethee | 4 e931, 
| ſends tothem, that ſo they might bee without | zreha.4. 
cm IQ STE TER 7 
| Secondly, as the Euangelifies doe plaitely | 
| reachthe-impoſſibiliry oFpardon forthis ſine: | 
. | Sodoth St, Paul in this Epiſtle vie many and | 
waightic Argumentes to confirme OO | 
| ic 


-. 
"—_ ” da Fong | — ; — wb  < e-D- 4 3 "Jaws, "rig 0 © 


| | | 
[ | : } 
| ' 


—— — 


7 be Sinne againſt the holy Ghoft 


— 


| which Lwill bri efely contract into one. 
|| © Hethatcannotpolhbly bere-) 
newed by Repentance. _ 
He that fals quiteaway, ., . 
He thatcannot haueany be-' 
 nefit by Chriſts ſacrifice, 
Hethat dies without mercie, | 
 Hethar muſtcertaincly looke | 
for a fearcfull iudgement. Þ ack 5 Ll 
| Butheethat ſiqnes againſt the holy Ghoſt, | 
cannot be renewed by Repentance, He fals quite 
away, he cannot haue any benefit by Chriſts ſacrifice, | 
he dies without mercie , he muſt ccttainely looke 
for a fearctul iudgement,and violent fire: there. | 
fore he that ſinnes againſt the Holy Ghoſt, can- 
not be pardoned and faued. 
|  Totheſeplaces Bellarmineand the Rhemiits | 
docanſwerc, that whereas the Apoſtle faith, he 
cannot bee renewed by Repentance, and there re- | 
maines no more ſacrifice for ſme, he is thus to bee | 
| vnderſtood, he cannot haue the benehit of a ſos] 
| cond Baptiſme. Towhomel anſwere: Firſt, 
Bellarwine and the Rhemiſtsdoe withoutall war- | 
rant or reaſonconfound Baprtiſme.and Re 
tance, and the facrifice of Chriſt; And, if Bap- | 
tiſme and Repentance bee confounded, why 
ſhould not alſo the other doftrines mentioned } 
with the ſame? So that Repentance,Faith,Bap- | 
| tilme, thereſurreRion and the laſt iudgement | 
{hall becall one. Bur let theſe menywhoare fo | 
| poirt violent Þ | 
— CE —_— ECT PII FE ECO ———_ LL 
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violent without any arguments, ;and.ſo:confi- 

dent vpon onely the bare words oftwo orthree | 
ofthe Fathers cxpountlingthis-place; Jerthem | - 
conlider what others of the.auncient- Fathers. 
haue written, and.-what-cuen theſe /haue afhr-- 
med .concerningthisſinhe in.ather places. The } 
ingenuitie Of a_Art4s. Montanus © 3learnedPar | © Arins ator. | 
piltis muchte.be commended, yhodanh moſt {ain Heb.6,... 
| truely; hat it45an-cxtreame! mcking of the f 1m nt wo, 
word Repentance, when it is here without | ©, en 


Es OE Ir IN 


# 


cauſe transferred:to another ſenſe... A gainejific 
l 


weregranted thatthe Apoſtleinthelixtwvche!| 1s «| 
Hebrewes,deniettra-lecond Baptifmewhenhe!| 
ſpeakes of Repentance, becauſetheyaremen-!| yy 
tioned: together in the ſame place, and haye! 
ſome affinitie and correſpondenee: yet how; 
dethit. fallow thatin'this Chapter:hee ſhould!) 
{ hauerelation-to Baptiſme }When as the ſonne* 
is neither direftly mentioned ,'nor by any ne- [ 
ceſſarieconſequent implied or intimated? Laſt-, 
| ly, T barhs Apoſtles words weteſoto bee; 
taken , asthat he ſhould! rhereip;denie, ſecond}: 
Baptiſme;to the ſinner, doth not the ſazaeim-! 
ply a dcniall of pardon ?-For why {ſhould he de-; 
nie them a ſecond Baptifine, but toteach them, | 
| that-the :meanes. and infirumentall cauſes,of 
| Repentance and. recondiliation;being/denicd,] 
the effeft cannot be granted? Bur thetruthis,as 
cuery ſingle eye may perceiue;,. tharthe: Apo- 
{tle hath in thoſe: places; vteeply.cxcluded baſs 
oY oo that ) 
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| b Alph.Salmer. 
j i 1. Ep. 7ob.di- 
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|. as the phraſe beitgan Hebrailmedoth neceſſh 
> | \ rily import, and Chryſoſtome doth truely ex- 


; | che Fachersand foundersof thelefaites, calls; 


The Sinn? arr heh Joly Ghoſe. 


. that inn ainſt the holy Ghoſt, both from | 

| the meanes, and-fruir of repentance. 
Thirdly S*. lohn * ſpeaking of this ſinhe: 

callesi it a{innevntodeath,meaning ſuch a ſhine 

| as yeeldsdearh,' without remedic or reconerie, 


pour: it.” Y'ca Miphonſu'Salmerowh, oneef 


it a ſine to death , qa vi _— tradit bd. 

| mortem anime, becauſ cit dot ally tend tothe | 

 deathof the ſome. : ine, the Apo, | 

 vstopray forſuchalinner.Nowit praiet-hich 
| rope the theanes toworke Repentatieeih. 


To this Bellarmime afſiweres,that rt "Apoſtle 


| And to himTreplie/that firſt the deſperatenee | 
| fon of denying the medicine 


| [a adire&prohibition;Forwhereas before he had 


men, and to procure remiſhon for themat the 
hands of God , may not be afforded them; is 
'thereany hope that ſuchſ{houldbe ardoned 


- doth not direaly forbidde' vs ro prayfor ſuch, 
| but only doth not incourage or perfivade vs, 
becauſe the ſuite i isvery hard to be obrayned. 


"of thediſcaſcbeingtodearth, > WagROſtY a req- 


prayer to ob- 
tainelife.Secondly, thecoherence ofthe words, | 


| withthe words procedent,doe eniftthem tobe 


| taught,that if wee ache any thing according to Gods 
will, we ſhallbe-heatd, he preſently addeth thele 
| | wordsgs a Cayear thatwe pray nor/er bim that 
F: - _ Jinneh 


{ 
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| :0-that ſtrait ® gate, and (or; if the matter had 


| horted vs, enento ſtriue mi hiilyU'by pralers to 


| this place oofeare oppo that to be abſurd which 


| ners.) But this tomests paſſe by reaſon of # teptaine | 
G old 
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ſannethwnto ueath , becauſe thar fuch'aprayet 's | 


notaccording to Gods will." Thirdly,zf S*. 10h | 
hadjnoted only a difhcultie, not an impofſibili- 
ty ofobtainingour delires;:thouldhe nothaue 


perſwaded vs to bee thrimbre earneftand im! | 
portunate in prayer, rather then to hane gif: | 
| couraged vs? Whenour Sauiourſaithithatzhe 


Way is narrow, and the gate is ſtrait that lexdeth01. 


jolfewould younor make himabſind in fay: | 


ing, 1/ay ##t that you fhallenter that way :orindif; 
creet in diſcouraging men; by:denying them 
hope ofcntrance ?.Vothhee not berrer in per- 
{wading vs, ſtrive therefore earneſtly; to'enter ins 


beene ſubie& ro difficultic, and/not toimpo- 
{Hbilitie, doubtleſſe Saint 7obx would haue cx- 


God forthe remiſhon.of that fine, 'as 'S.- Paul 
ſpcakes, Roms. 15.30. Laſtly, thatitisadire& 
prohibition, diuers both ancient Fathers, and 
Papiſtsal fo doedireMyauouch.:As ® Tertulliars 
n _Anugnſline, 2 Hierome, Þ' Sixtius Ouentus, TFe- 
115, * Didacns dela Vega, anddiuers others. Yea 
Catharinus\,mm my tudgement;hath written ve- 
': mudiciouſly concerning both this place and 
the point in hand. . Some (faith hey Have made 


ro og | 


| confiſter.de mor- 


indeede hath no rr Artve in it .( meaning, that 
prayer ſhould be denyed to ſome kinde of ſin- | 


k; Luke, 13-24, 
$00g. 
ae yori. 1 
Cao Fas. ” 
Rom.15.30. 
m Tertal.de pu- 
dic .tapa 9. : 
n Aug,ſer.Do. 
mini in Monte. 


by P . Lumber a, i; 
p Sixtus Dum- | 
tu orat:babit.im | 


Job. 5, EP 
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t Terfdle de pus 


dicitia cap.2. 
Cyprian.lub.z. 
tel ad Bus . 
rin.cap.28, 


Cbryſ.an pſal 49. | 


Hieron.Ep.22, 
ad Marcel. 
Adtg.;expoſcEpiſk. 
ad Remmeboat. 
Origen, fc. 


uv Gerſon.pars 3 


compend. 1 hes- 
log. de ſeptem 
uitys capital, 


' Negative. 
| oY 


old and vulgar vpinion., namely,that no ſuch outre. 
giows , or denaifh ſinnc could be found, which of i 

| ſelfe was inexpiable_-.  & yiſh Tir 

Thus having /proued-b 


and anfwcred ſuch obieftions as hauc-binmade 
againſtmy proote, I might alſo confirme the 
ame by.many teſtimonies of the anciont © Fi. 
; thers;; beſides thoſe which haue already beet 
| produced, but I haſtto that point which I hae 
 eucraffeted,,and in the beginning promiſed 
and propounded,namely,the reconciling ofti- 
ucriity.1n opinion. NY: 29 BILD) 
| | It:8a diſtintion of the u Schoolemen':' 
| ſinne may becalled irremifible, three manner 
of waies, negatiely, primuatinely, comtrarily. Nega- 
tinely, which can no way bepardoned, asthe 
ſinncs'of the reprobate Angels. Priuarively, 
when the finneby congruenceof meritdeſerues 


— 


| -by theuuthoritie n 
| ſacred Scriptures that this finne'is irretnifſible; 


(ontrarie, 
=. to be puniſhed, though by congruiticof Gods 

| mercy it may bepardoned, of which nature is 
: | cuery ordinarie. mortall{inne ”  Contrarily, 
| when the {inne-hath a diſpoſition contrary to 
| > Die web. pardon and remiſhon, and ſuch is the ſinne a- | 
 flit & repudiat | gainſt the hol Ghoſt : Forit doth directly re- 
| Oetaw Deb. fiſt andreiet the grate of God , as 'Bellarmine con- 
/ 4 0665 phy | teſlerh *. 17 hardneth the heart, ſo that thoſe which 
7 1h qedwas SE this /iane., are Uſually ginen ouer to arepro- 

int panitere, | | T7 2 
Eno. | w ſenſe, and farſaken of Godes Tudas was, ſo thit 
©5 nos they cannot repent, as Anſelme Yaſtirmeth. Yeait | 
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| todeath, becauſe ittaketh away thediſpolition | 


of receiuing life , which con/iſteth in the imbracing 
of repentance. Y ea, if it be ſtrictly taken and conſ1- 
dered. (faith he) it depriueth-men both of the 


power and diſpoſition. of repentance, lo that there. 
is left neither inclinationnor habilitic to repent. 


And therforeas CatharinusÞdoth acknowledge 
this ſinne to-bee vnpardonable, ſo: doth Sixtms 


Quintus ©, and yeelds the ſame reaſon that 0- 


thersdoe, ſaying, By reaſon of mens impenitentie 
this ſinne becomes abſolutely ani ſimply unpardona- 
ble. And Gerſon faith, that in this reſpe&it 


| can byno mcanes beremitted. Yea, that finall | 
impenitenciedoth certainly cleauc to this blaf- 


phemous Apoſtaſie,, Diony/ius plainely afhr- 
meth*, and yeelds two reaſons for it. .Y ea Hugo 
Cardinalis giues eight reaſons of.this impoſſtbi- 
litie of pardon. Stella * and 1znſeninss indeede, 
being willing toſay aſmuch as they can for the 
powerand pofhibilitie of pardon tor this {inne, 
areconſtrained ro confeſle, that actualy andin- 
deele it is neuer remitted, although there be ſome 
poſiibilitie, that it may be remitted . Alas thatis a 
poore poſhbilitie that is nener reduced into-act, 
Such poſſibilities are but idle Chimeraes,cuen ri- 


| 


z P.Lwnb lib, | 
2,4/t.43.b, 

a Bonanent, in 
2.ſent, diſt. 43. 
queſt.r, 
Poteſtatem & © | 
diſpoſitionens | 
penitentie pri- || 
uatibid.queſtz, \ 
b Catbar.m - | 
Heb,6, & 1.E- | 
piſt. Job, 
c Stxt Dun. | 
vbi ſupra. 


d Vbi ſupra, 


e Dionyſ & 
Huz. (ard, it 
M148.12. | 
f Nunquam de 
fatto remittitur, 
quanquam poſſit 
remiti.Stella.int 
Lucelt. 

g Noa negat re- 
miſſions poſſtbi- 
litatem {ed enen- 
Iam. , b- 
lanſen Ceng0:, 


{ 


diculous conceits. T here isa ſimilitude v{ed by | 
diuers, yea by ſome who ſteme to contradict 
G } the 
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the vnpardonablencſſc of this ſinne, which {-" 
militudedoth indeedeexpreſle it, with the rea- 
- | fonand manner of it, and it is this. 
h Ludolph.de As the man which is ficke,, if hee bee mthat 
} vita,chriftiper. | caſe thathe can neither rake toode nor Philicke, | 
Boncuent, is 2, | Ay rightly be aid to be vncurable z, ſo herhax | 
79g 43- | is infected with the {icknefle of _ — 
Þ yaringht through his impenitencie vncapable of Gods 
Grexde = 1h 2 Ki. and Chriſt merits, maytruly be faid to 
dip. 6b.4.94.4. | bee pardonable. T he medicine and meanesof 
> 1 pen, | recouerie is \neither weake nor wanting to him | 
bbs. capa7. | thathathgrace to applic it ; but he that wants | 
| thisgraceis wanting to himſclfe.God dothnot | 
worke alwaiecs.to the vttermoſt extent of his 
| mightie power , whereby he us able to ſubdue all 
1 Phil.z. things toi himſelfe, but diftributeth, or denyeth. 
| to cuery man ſo as ſeemes beſt to his diuine 
Wiſdome; and workes ( asit is inthe Philoſo- 
phicall Axiome) according to the capacitic of 
the patient , making men delirous of ſaluation 
where he dothgraunt it, andcapable of grace |. 
wherehee doth impartit. In which ſenſe itis_ 
ſaid, our Sauiour cauld not does many workes a- 
| 770ng3t his Countrimen, becauſe of their unbeliefe. 
| CAMarkes. 5. YZ 
Tis true, as. Chryſo/tome faith, & there is no | 
ſenne ſo great , thatit can enercome Gods mercy if | 
we repent and ake pardonin due time; but if a | 
man haue no powertorepent, then God hath. 
| nowill to pardon. The Lords hand is not ſhorte- 


ned | 


| 


4 
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| ned, that hecannot heipe; but mans heartis hard- | 

| nedthar heecannot repent, and this makes the | 

| {innevnpardonable, ſo that thequeſtion is not 

of Gods power-and mans will, but of mans 

power and Gods will. 4! 5 
There is no man that hath more iudiciouſly 

decided this controuerlie then 1 Bedaand  Zy- 

| delphivs,with whoſe wordes, being conſonant to 

| thetruth, and concluding what I hane art large 

| delivered, I will conclude : The ſpirit of blaſphe- 

| mie ſhall not be forgiuen a man, not becauſe remiſ6i- 

| on 15 Aenyed hims if he repent , but becauſe that ſuch 

| ablaſphemer , through his in# deſert, as he can ne- 

wer obtarne remiſſion; ſo can he nener come to re- 

{ prntance_. And fo much forthe 

the wound. | 


i. 


| 
| 


| 


rocure it; which ifT ſhould 
t belike thoſe Lawyers, who for 


not with 


. | 
miſe, I m 


'g 


| 


thoſe Phiſitians and Surgeons, who takein hand: 
the curcofrhoſe - 

| nefſe they know be incurable. I may ſay of this 
{inne as 7eremie faiehof Babylon. ®' Wee would 

| hze cured Babylon, but ſhee could not beeured : for- 

. This {inne cannot poſhbly be cured, 

haue 


Care 


| Conntyey | 11 
therefore let encry one im the feare of Gad 


} 


ad —_ 


i. 


ients, whoſe ſares and ſick-| | 


| ſake her , and let vs gore enery one into his owne— | 
FE: 


a AY F2 
4 


ſearching of |- 


- Itremainethnow in thethirdand laſtplace | .. 
| thatTbindevp the wound, with application, | -- 
pro- | _ 


their fees doc vndertake mens cauſes though |: 
they know them ro'bee vnconſcionable, and. | | 
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m Liudolph.de 


ita #unquam ad 
penitetiam pere 
wenturns ef, 
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vita Chrifti,par, | 
| 1.Cap.73, 


Sicut nunquam 
ad renin 
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| p Socalledof 


Nouatus their 
ringleadcr. 
Euſeb bift.Eccl, 


| 


 lib6. cap.a2, 


Ambroſ. de pe- 

nit. lih,t.capg. 

Hieron.ad Mar- 
ce, de blaſph- in 
55. | 
q Sorra'es lib. 
I. Cap 7, 


, 


r x4T3apere 


' } Euſebbiſt.Eccl. 


19.6. Cap.42, 


| | bb 


Epmiphan.Tom.1, 


| drlectifims; and 1o doe I lay to you, beloned, 


 P are hereby confuted , who held cuery grolle: 


| 


| 


' would the 
the Church, nor ioyne with. them in.the 
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care that hee may anoidc-1t ; 
T he Apoſtle ſpeaking of. this ſinne to the 


Hebrewes, faith , 9: Confidemmns de vobus meliora 


I hope better things of you all, and ſuch as belong to| 
ſaluation.For were your hearts pofſeſt with this} 
finne, you could have ſmall delightinthis (a-! 
cred aſlemblic, & holy excroiſe. Nowalthough | 
there beno place of application forcure, ;yetis. 

therefor mattcr of confutation,oft admonition,' 
and of conſolation. Of confutation againſt er- 
rour, of admonition againſt ſccuritie, of conſo-! 
lation againſtdeſpaire. \ | 


For hr(t,thoſe mercileſſe men the Nouatians. 


| 


[ 
1 


4 


ſinne committed by a Chriſtian to be the{inne! 
againſt the holy Ghoſt : and therefore, how ſe-: 
riouſly _ locuerany one wasafter ſucha! 
{inne (though of infirmitie)yertthey accounted: 
his repentance to be fruitleſle, and vncapable of | 
the mercy of.God. So that whereas diucrs in| 
the primitiuechurch fell intoIdolatrie through] 
feare:of moſt horrible tortures.-prepared tor! 
Chriſtians; Albeit they did afterward excec- | 

d ngly bewaile their mi{ſcrable condition, yet 
not.yecld them the priuiledges of 
| partly 

<ipation of the bleſſed Sacraments... £1 
7 Theſewere the men which through ſivel> | 


| 


heref. 5 s. 


| ling pride ,did take-to them(ſclues the name of | _ 
| Puritanes. | 


* 
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| Puritanes. Butthe very matter oftheirdoQrine 
' (as Epipharizes truely ſaith) dothprouethem to 
| bezmpure. ; 
Againit theſe men as diuersofthe auncient 
Fathers haue written very ſubſtantially : Soe- | 
ven the torrent of the facred ! Scriptures | C r.tobz 7.8. 
| (which conuinceall men offinne, and offerpar- | [9933.c0k 
 donto cuery true penitent)' doth vtterly con- |£& 
demne them. Amongſt other things, that uſt 
| andingenious reproofcofthat renowmed Em- 
| perour Con##antine to Ace/ius a Nouatian Bi- | 
| {hop is worthy of remembrance. When the } 
g00d Empcrour did aske this proude Biſhop, | 


why hee did —_ himſelfe from the Com- 
munion of the fairhfull, his anſwere being, be- | 


cauſe they had fallen inthe perſecution of Pe- |. 0... Hi | 
| 115, Conſtantine replied, © Erige tibtſcalam Aceſt, | ©" © 

| Cf ad swlum ſolus aſcende, Set thee vp aLadder 
| O Aceſivs , whereby thou maieſtclime to hea- 


uenalone. Iuſtly taxing thereby his pride; and 
 truel y ſhewing,thatif his opinion weretrue,no 
man could come to heauen; becauſe noman 1s 
tree from ſinne. Saint Awerſtine faith , v ſome 
obicted againſt him , That hee opened a gappe to 
inne, when hee offered a hanen of {afetie to ene- | 
| ryrepentant inner, but moſt iniurionſly; For 
it Almightie G O-D bee fo gracious, ' that 
to a man vnfainedly forſaking his finnes, 
and ſeruing G O D. with an vpright heart, 
Non ſolu weniam promittit ifed; coronamn, | 

| H  graunts} 
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graunts not only the remiſhon of ſine, bur the | 
| x Opriande | reward of a Crowne, as Cyprian * ſpeaketh: 
Lonens: |} Why ſhould men bee ſo auſtere and tric, as to * 
ſhur vp the bowels of compaſiion to the ſeri- 
ous penitent ? 

And here by the way (beloued) let me giue 
you a caueat. Foraſmuch as this {inne doeth 
depend vpon ſuch dithcult circumſtances, the 
extraordinaric gift of difcerning the ſpirits be- 
ing? aboliſhed, It is very hard without ſome | 
| z Sinerariſſimis | rarezinſpiration,to diſccrne this {innein others, 
f 5.4 ugg} and very daungerous to charge any with the 
dom.Hom.28, | ſame. T herefore,althaugh you ſec ſome (inne 
verydeſperately; yet take heede, you ſtep not 
haſtily into Gods throne, bur rather erc& a tri- 
| bunall in your owne hearts, and indge your 
a 10.11.31. | ſe[yes, asthc Apoſtle exhortes , *docnot vnad- 
FE | uiſedly ſhoote forth the darts of your cenſures 

| | aint others, nor vncharitably deniethcm the 
| þ carmp | comfort of your prayers. Catetans charitable 
| epift.auoka, |} ſpeech doth muchaftet Þ me.. Whereas Saint 
| 1ohn ſaith , If thou ſeeſt thy brother ſinne a ſinneto 
* death, 1 ſay not that thou ſbouldeſt pray for him: 
HMemint Bernardum, ec. I remembcr faith hee, 
| that Bernard addes,. c>/# non ores, gemas tamen, 
| cuenwhen thou maieſtnot pray for him, yet | 
| maiſtthou figh for him. Fortaffis gemitus tw 
1 penetret, qud oratio nonpreſumit tendere, Happily | 
| thy {ighes may haueacceſſe, where thou dareſt 
| not ſendthy prayers. As for the Nouatians,on- 
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miſled them , which being trecd from their er- | 
| roneous expolition , doe nothing ſcrue tor the 
ſupporting of their mercileſle herclie. 

Secondly, here 1s matter of admonition : For | 
ſeeing this linne is ſo dreadfull,we thould be ve- | 
rycaretul and fearctulleſt we tall into the fame. 


which che Hiſtorian ſaith, Cxratio vwlnergs gra- | 
wior ipſo < vulnere, yeritthere were any hope of | 


all the balme in Gilead cannot curceir, thenis it 
moſt lamentable. Take heede my brethren, 
Abyſſus abyſſum vocat , one linne drawes on an- 
other, as one wauc driues forward another,and 
as great waters ariſe of ſmall heads, whichat 
laſt doe breake downe bankes, and carie them 
quite away. 'Such are the inundations of {inne 
when they breake outzandbloud toucheth 4 bloud. 
[t bchooueth eucry Chriſtian therefore,to take 
heede of the beginning oflinne, and to ſtop the 
courſe and current of the ſame, leſt they be- 
come violent , caſt downe the bankes of Gods 
threatnings and promiſes, and caric him head- 
long to the inne of all ſinnes. For as mendoe 
not tall into deadly diſcaſes but by degrees : So 
no man {lips entinhs into this deadly {inne, 
but by diuers degrees doth fall into it ; as Theo- 
doret doth maniteſt © in lian the Empcrour, 


— 


| ly che miſtaking of diuers places of Scripture 1 


| 


Though it were a wound like _Alexanders, of | 


cure it were ſomewhat tolerable. But when | 


who firſt baniſhed the feare of God , and atlaſt, | 


| 


} 


c Iiſtin. [ib.12, 
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| Pietate omminoſpoliabatur.As the Philiſtims came 
vpon Sampſon,and oucrcame him by divers in- 
| linuarions, firſt bound his hands, then platted 
his haire, and at laſt ſhaucd off his lockes: $5 
| finnc and Sathan doe winde themfelucs in by 
| diucrs interiour remptarions ſtill proccediny | 
| moreand more, till the lockes of grace be quite 
\ ſhaucd off. | 
Thus as robbers put ſome little villaine firſt | 
| into the houſe , whichifets open the dooresto ! 
| all the thecues. And as Warriours by a {mal- 
| ler breach doe getinto the belieged Citic, and | 
then doe rob, and kill and burne, and vtrerly | 
| ſpoile it; Sodoth the deuill get entranceand | 
aduantage of men by ſome ſmaller {innc, pre- | 
uailing more and more,till he have battcred the 
{ foundation of their faith, diſpoiled them of the 
| rich ornaments of grace, and become cuen lord 
ofthe foule. Yeaas it is ſaid of Nimms Vietorns, | 
f Jaftin.bb.1. | 91:09, ſequentis wictorta cauſa , futt, cucry victo- | 
riewas a meanes of another Conqueſt: ſo cuery 
' {maller ſtggeſtion of Sathan becomes an inſtru- | 
ment of a greatertemptation. Had Dawidat the | 
| firſt been perſwaded romurder F774, he wou'd | | 
haue ſaid, what murder 77724, my loyall Sub- 
ect, my faithfull ſeruant ? God forbid, not for | 
the one halfe of my Kingdome:-yet afterhee | | 
| had {inned with Bathſheba, adulterie made way | _ 
tocrueltie. Sinnes are like the ſores ofthe bo- | 
| dy, which at firſt bee but vitious humours, then | 
rumours, | 
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gs M ertem pa- 

etcrna | it immartalem 
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veric firly call ſinne, Þ morbum anime, and mor- | "mel 6. 


tem i anime, the ſoules {ickneſle and the foules | next.ser.6, ) 
dcath.. When a {inner giues way to hisowne | * ®Cantſeras 
corruptions, and Sathans temptations, hee be- | 
comes like the Image in Dazzel, whoſe head was | 
01d, his breſt of ſiluer, his belly of braſle; his 
legges of iron, his feete of clay , thus doeth hee 
waxe worſe and worſe, till at & laſt;as a ſtone cut 
out of a mountaine without hands ſnote the | 
[mage,and brake itin picces :Sothe judgments | 
of God not created in the beginning by the 
hand of God, but cut out ofthe mountaine of 
mans tranſgreons,, doth. beate him in picces 
likea Potters veſſel. For if our {innes doe in- 
creaſc;and come one inthe necke of anotherlike | 
the meſſengers of 1706, our puniſhments muſt 
ncedes follow like the plagues of Egypt. 

lice beto them therefore that draw iniquitie in 
| the cordes of vauitie, anna /inne a; with Cart-ropes, 
| faith the Propher 1/2:4/. Cordes are twiſted 
of many ſmall threedes, which ſeueraily haue 
very ſmal! farce, but vnitedare very ſtrong,and 
lo. it: commeth'to paſſe, that the threedes of 
[mal{er{innes being twiſted by oft committing, 
 anddrawne out by long continuance,doeat laſt 


makethis great Gable of the ſinne againſt the 
2F+.2 -4 holy 


gl cate 


4 
as, 


The Sinne againſt the holy Ghoſt... | 


holy Ghoſt, wherewith the {inners hands and } 
feete being bound, he is caſt intq wtter darknes, | 
where ſhall be wayling,and weepmeg and gnaſhing of 
| m Mett.22.13 | Prceth, Inregard whereof, the Apoſtles cx- 
E hortation to the Ephe/ans 15 carctully tobe im- 
Ll abe | braced ofall Chriſtians : * Griee not the ſpirit of 
| God; that is, grieue it not by thy linnes :-Foras 
| Lots righreous ſoule was vexed with the vileab- | 
| © 2.Pe.27, | hominations of the luxurious ® Sodomites : {0 
| | Gods bleſſed ſpirit is gricucd with the wicked 
| conuerſation of wretched f{inners. Now, al- | 
| thoughaman ſhould watch ouer his ſoule for 
} cucryinnc : yet for ſome more then tor others. 
| Foras ſome cſpeciall meares are to be ſhunned 
incertaine dangerous diſcaſes;fo are there ſome 
| remprations more carefully to bee auoided, 
| ſomeſinnes more diligently to beeſhunned, as 
{ hauinga ſpice of this morrall and incurablediſ- 
| caſe. It 1s dangerous to tinne againſt know- 
| ledge, and more dangerous yer to {inncagainſt 
; thecheckes of conſcience, bur moſt dangerous 
; to {inne againſt the motions of Gods bleſſed 
; {pirit. It is dangerous madneſle for the Pilote 
| ro{hur his eyes againſtthe Starres that ſhould 
' guide him :\and ſuch 1s the caſe of all thoſe who 
; wiltully pur our thelight of knowledge, and 
| Fe not the checks of conſcrence; T he Lord 
| tels Iſrael in the ſecond of Hoſea, 7 will /toppe'thy 
way with thornes; and ſo doth he ſerthe ſtings of | 
Conſtence to ſtay the ſinner from his wicked. 


1T- courſes, 
: : — * F-1 
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' cured thee with his P ſtripes, and healed thee 
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courſes, and fearefull is thenegle& thereof. For | 
if wee regard'not the crie of our ſinnes to the 
Conſcience, certainely they will crie to heaven 
for vengeance. Whatſocucr welearne forth of | 
Gods word,if it bea known truth, let vs willing- | 
ly imbracc it, and not wilfullyrcie&tir, though |; 
it croſſe our profits and our pleaſures ten thou- | 

| 

| 


ſand times: If we beeweake, yet in any caſelet 
vsnot bee wiltull. Take heede of backfliding; 
reciduation into finis no lefle dangerous then a 
relapſe in {ickneſſe. The bone oft broken will 
hardly be ſet, the trec tranſplanted will ſcarcel 

proſper. Hath Chriſt waſhed thee in wbloud 


with his wounds, hath he paidethydebts, can- 
cclled the band vpon the 4% Crofle, and ſer thee 
vp being a Banckrupt in grace? Returne not 
with thc Swine to: wallow 1n thy filthy-{innes, 
let not the deuill wound thee againe by freſh 
blecding ſinnes , runne not into debt by newe 
' tranſgreſſions, yea finne no moreleſta worle | 
thing happento*thee. And if atany time you 
| beouercome or caſt downe-by any temptation ' 
(as alas who can-alwayes ſtand Eſt?) Thatis | 
good counſell, Reue.2,4. Remember whence thou 
art fallen, and repent. As S*. * _ Auguſtine ſaith, 
Redcat home per quotiatana lamenta , vndecorruit 
' fer vana delefFamenta, Repentance is the onely 
| ſtay thatholds thee from falling downeto hell. 


| Repent then and proportion thy repentance 
ates Accor- 


þ 


| 


o Rexel.r.6, 


p Pfal.53.5. 


q (0.2, 1 3-14, 


| \ Auguft.de 


temp.Ser.y83, 


O——_—.. 
F ora Cm —— ln 


* 
a. att i. or. - 


CITE 


| The Sinn 


Dy  —— 
—— — 


according to thy {inne, like Manaſſes, who ha- | 
uing cauled the ſtreetes in Ieruſalem to flow | 
with bloud, made the Priſon in Babylon to. 
. runne with teares, Alto wuineri ddligens meidi- 
' © Cypr-de Lapſ. | cina nan dejit (faith © Cyprian) a deepe wound 
| Serm, 5+ muſt hauea diligent cure. T hus ler euery in 
| ner raiſe vp himſelte by true and vntainedre- 

pentance, leſt his ſlips ofinfirmitie become the 
| tall of Apoſtalic . T hatis both a waightie and 
; u Hebz.tz | a worthy caueat of the Apoſtles. # Take heede 
brethren, leſt at any time there bee in you as enill 
heart, and an unfaithfullto depart from the— lining 
God,and this is the fault of all thoſe who forſake' 
their lacred protethon : Therefore verſe 2 5. of 
this Chaptcr he warnes, that we caſt not away our 
confidence . Andrealon, for with it weequench 
the fieric darts of the deuill, Eph.6. Wethould 
not be like Demoſthenes,who inthe midſt of the 
| Battell caftaway his buckler, inſcribed with gol | 
denlettcrs «ya93 7vxn Plutar.in vita Demoſt. but 

| rather imitatethat worthy Theban Epaminon- 
4;5,who being ready to expire forth his ſoulein | 

| his tent, enquired whether the enemic had {hot 
his Target,which fell from him inrececiuingota | 
deadly wound,which being preſerucd and pre- 
ſ{enrea to him, Velutilaborum ſuorum glorieq, ſo- 
cn o{culatus eſt : he kiſtitas theaſſociate in his | 
| labors, and the companion ofhis honours, 1b. | 
| {.7.Someſend away Religion foratime,think- | 
ing to take it vp againe at their pleaſure ; but | 
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ſuch with their Religion oft times proouc like | 

| Noahs Rauen, they houer and flutter vpand 
| downc,but hardly returne into the Arke of the 
Church. T here haue beene diuers malecon- | 
 rentsamongſtvs, who haue had their excurli- 
ons, and reuo!lred to Poperie, but let thoſe who 
are wandring returne with ſpeede to the bo- |. 
ſome of their mother , * who hath not loſtthe | x wor perdic 
| bowels of compaſhon, excepr they haucloſtall | ' Her by 4 
. ſcnſe ofgrace. Let thoſe that are returned;bee | "4, m.sy. 

ſcriouſly humbled tor this their reuolt, as fora | | 

fearctull f1nne, and bleſſe God for their conuer- 
llonas fora great mercie. And let cuery man 
| take heed of inconſtancie in his holy protection, 
leſthee become like Ecebol;s , who as Socrates | y Secrates.lib.z |þ 
faith, changed with euery Emperour, like the | £411. 
| Wethercocke with euery wind,andas he begun | 
| ſohelined anddiedan vnconſtant man. Looke 
to the ſinceritie of your hearts, for commonly 
| where Religion begins in hypoctilie, it ends in 
| Apoſtaſte. If therefore your cogitations be ne- | 
| uerſo litrledeclinmg, ſtop the courſe ofthcm 
' whilſt you haue meanes to recoueryour ſelues; 
and make ſucha league with Religion as E/izews 
made with Elias, * 5 the Lord lineth, and as thy 
| ſoulelineth, Twillnotleaue thee. Inany caſe take | 
heede ofhating or ſcorning the bleſſed word of 
God , eſpecially the Goſpel of peace. Oppoſe | 
| not your ſelues againſt any worke of grace, that | 
is eminentin any of Gods ſeruants, or made e- | 
1 uident | 


| 
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uident to your Conſciences by the word or 
workes of God, asthe obſtinate Icewes did, che. | 
| riſhan humble ſpirit, and finiſh your faluation, 
| > Phila.o/al.g; | withſeare and ® trembling. T he veines that have | 
narrow paſſages doe hardly receiue poyſon: So 
where the pailages ot the ſoule are ftraightned. 
witha reucrentawe ofthe maicſtie of God, you 
can never bee infeted with the poyſon of this 
blaſphemie. Pul downe a {tubborne and amalj- 
ciousheart. Malice againit men is dangerous, 
but againſtthe God ot heaven his ſeruants and 
his ſacred truth, it 15 damnable and odiou::Em- |: 
pioyeucry talent of grace to the glory of God. 
Ler not your knowlcdge ſwim idly in your. 
' braines, 1 [e the heauens in their bare reuoluti- : 
| ons , much leſlc intheir maleuolent coniuntti- 
ons, but ſce that it bee fruittullin yourliues, 
| kethe heaucns in their ſweet influences. Arme | 
your ſelues againſt eucry temptation ofthe dc- 
uill, be carctull ro entertaine eucry good moti- 
| onof Gods bleſled ſpirit knocking ar the doore 
of your hearts. It Sathan ſhall thruſt anyeuill 
temptation-into your heads by conceite, as hee | 
thruſt into the head of Chriſt Ieſus,CI@r.4. Let 
him neuerput it into your hearts by conſentas 
he didintothe heart of 1udz:,70h,12. For what 
! b ch7yCin ar, | Madneſicisit, faith  Chry/oftome, to cntertaine | 
Hom 67. the temptations of the diucl; who ſeckes to tor- | 
| ment thee, rather then the motions of Chriſts 
ſpirit, who delireth ro ſave thee : to receiuc a 
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ſword at the hands of a theete to kill thee, and 

| ro refuſe a Diadem atthe hands of a Kingrto / 
Crowne thee? Quench not the < ſpirit, but cherith | c 1.Tbe(.s. rg. 
cuery {parke of grace. That 1s an excellent pe- +7 
tition of the Prophet Danid in the 19. P/alme, | | 
| 

| 


d Lord keepe thy ſeruant from preſumptuo:es ſinnes, 
{o ſhall I be innocent from the great offence. So be- 
loued,ler this be part of your daily Prayer, Lor | ; 
keepe me from wilfullans malicipus ſinnes, For lo q'\ 
{hall you be free tromthis dreadfull Apoſtalie, 
trom this hainous {inne againſt the holy Ghoſt. 
Laſtly, here 15 matter of conſolation for eue- 
ry pemtent heart;becauſe Repentance is a moſt 
certaine ſuperſedeas, and euidence of treedome 
trom this tearctull tin, which if you haue obtai- | 
ned,though you /aue wounded /pirits, as Salomon | 
* ſpcakes: though your ſoules were ſubic& toa | e Prov. 18.14. | 
| thouſand Vicers, as Chryſoitome * faith, yet |, a 
may I ſay of your ſinnes as our Sauiour (aid of | ,auirquiſexcen- | 
Lazarms \ickneſle, $ they are not unto death. For |. 1a vicera babe- |} 
5! | bant, ( bry{. in 
ittheywwere, your hearts would belike the An- | p,,1.aom 4; 
 ullein beating back the hammer of repentance, | g Job» 11. 
Onely this ſinne dothdiſtinguiſh betweene the 
linnes of the cle& and the reprobate . Theres 
no other into which the child of God maynot 
tall, but into this heecannot . As the Lord faid 
ro 1bimelech, h 7 kept thee that thou ſhouldeſt not |. h Geneao.s, || 
/mne: So may I ſay ttuely, The Lord keepes all 
his ſcruants that they cannot fall into this linne. 
Their ſpirituall building may by divers temp- 
| 7-3 
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1 Toba 5.25, 


k Auguſt in 
| Pal. cs. 


pugngt, 


] Matth.g, 


Oppuznat dia- | S*. Auguſte faith; Sathan may aſſault him he 
bolys,xaxex- | canneuer ſubdue him. The woman with the 


CU IEC 


tations be ſore ſhaken & battered, but the ſame 
canneuer bee vtterly demolithed, becauſe they 
| haue laide their foundation vpon the vnmoue- 
| ablerocke. Are there any here that would glad- 
ly bee aſſurcd in their ſoules, thatthey arctree 
Benth {inne (as I know by ample cxpcrience 
that tender hearts arc apt to entertaine ſuch | 
troubleſome feares) hearken then vnto me, and 
I will giue you inta tew words a molt infallible 
dire&tion tor your aſſurance, Examine your 
| ſelues, and ſearch your hearts, it you haue taith 
to belicuc Gods promiſes, Repentance to be- 
| waile your (inhes, affure your ſelues you are 
| free, youare farre fromthe committing ofthis 
linne againſt the holy Ghoſt. T he torce of taith 
| our Sauiour ſhewes in the hift of 70h», witha 
\ double afſſeucration for contirmation thereof. 
| i Verily, verily 1ſay vnto you , Hee that heareth my 
| word,, and beleeuethin hims that ſent me, hath ener- 
laſting life, and ſhall not come into condemnation. 


 k He that getsrhe tort of faith {hall bee ſafe, as 
| 


{ 


bloudy iſſue may beea comfortable inſtance 1n_ 
this reſpect. 1 She came trembling, and ſaid, 77 | 
| may but touch the hems of his garment 1jhalbe jafe.It 
is g00d when the- heart ſpeakes rather then thy 
tongue. But what ſaid ſhe? If I may buttouch, 
a weakeattion , the hemme ofhis garment, the 
remoteſt part, with a trembling hand , ateeble | 
| apprchen- 
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can iay hold vpon Chriſt Ieſus,with the handof 
atrue faith, though it bee feeble, vertue ſhall 
come forth of his wounds to cure the wounds 


{innes. When the man in the Goſpel ® brought 
vnto Chriſt his ſonne poſleſſed with a dumbe 
ſpirit, whom the Liſciples oofjd notcaſtout, : 
he beſought him thus, if thou cnt doe any thing, 

helpe vs, and haue compaſi0n upon vs. To whom 
our Sauiour anſwered, if thou canſt beleeue , all 
thinzs are poſable to him that beleeneth. If thou 
canſt faith the poore man;nay ifthou canſt faith 
our bleſſed Sautour. It the man haue beliefe in | 
Chriit,then Chriſthathrelicte for the man,and 
ſo may I fay to you, beloued; If you haue grace 
to belicte,, then haue you not ſo linned againſt 
zrace and mcrcic, but that the Lord hath plen- 
tifullredemption for you in ſtore. Chriſt Teſus 
himſelfe cals you, the Church exhorts you, the 
ſpirit of God inuites you, to take the pardonfor 


our {innes and the pawne of yourinheritance. 


— A. 


The ſpirit and the ſpouſe ſaith come, and let him that 
heareth ſay come , andlet him that is a thirſt come, 
and let whoſoener will take of the water of life® free- 


of your ſoules;, and the bloudy ifſue of your | 


n Renez2,17. 


ly. Behold, here is that Aqua celeſtis, that who- 
ſoencr taſteth of, he ſhall neuer thirſtany more, 
here is that Aqua ® vite,which whoſoeuer takes 


and drinks he ſhall neuer ſcedeath, Yeathoughhe 
t 3 were 


oO John. 
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'P wor. 25. | were dead, yet ſhallit reſtore him to? life. There. | 
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fore I may faytoeuery Chriſtian belecuer, as 
our Sauiour ſaid to the woman of Canaan, 4 0 


| woman great is thy faith,be it unto thee as thou de- 


| | | ſe: 


| q Maito.1s. 


| ©  Burforas muchasdiuersdelude themſclues 


| witha vaine conceit of that Faith they haue 
| not,andothersarg diſmaide becauſe they doubt 
oftheir faith which ſometimes they teele not, 
therfore I muſtfzetther exhort euery one of you 
rotrie your hearts and examine your liucs con- 
cerning your repentance.For that gracious pro- 
miſe {hall ever be tound yea and Amen. That he 
which i ſoundly and ſeriouſly penitent, ſo that hee 
turne away from his euillwayes , hee ſha/lnot die but 
 line,Exech.18.22. Yeator theaſſurance ofthis, 
you haue the Lords oath, Ezech. 33. As 1 line 
ſaith the Lord, 1 aelight not in the death of a ſinner. 
r Pſal.y1.15. r The ſacrifices of God are atroubled ſpirit a bro- 
| ken and a contrite heart, the Lord willnot deſpiſe; It 
is »n23 nota ſacrifice, but ſacrifices, becaule it 1s 
mſtar omnium as Tremclius truely faith : Which 
whenſocuer wee offer vp, the Lord ſmels a ſa- 
uour of mercie and compaſhon, as he ſmelled a 
ſ Gene2r, | ſauourot reſtinthe ſacrifice off Noah. O bring ' 
then this ſacrifice to the Lords ſacred Altar, 
and behold, you ſhall alwaycs finde the doore 
of his mercie open to receiue you, and thearmes 
of his <2 orepe [tretched out toimbrace you, 
az the prodigall child found at his returne, of 
whom 
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pater adornat conuiuium. T he ſonne feared ſome. 
ſharpe reproote, but the father prepared adain- 
tic banquet. When Aathan reproued Dauid for | 
- his © (ins, it is ſaid that Danzds Hite did ſcourge 
him. A fit Meraphor to cxpreſſe the naturevf 
Repentance, which is flage/m peceati, euen the 
ſcourge of {(inne, which 1s flage(lum anime, the 
ſcourge of the ſoule. Doe.ygur hearts ſmart - 
ind {mite you, and are your Piles croubled for | 
your {innes? be not diſmaide@FO0as the Angell 
troubled the Poole of Betheſda, for the curin 
ot thediſcaſed : So Gods bleſſed fpirit of com- | 


your ſoules for your cure and conſolation. To 
conciudethertore, itall that I haue now ſpoken 


hath wrought in you an indignation and diſlike 
of your ſelues,and adereſtation and loathing of 
your {innes, with an carneſt and a reſolute pur- 
| poſe to baniſh and abandon them : Then = 
[ bee bold to pronounce that you are free from 
this {inne againſt the mn Ghoſt, yea, the God 


ofheauen hath thereby ſealed youa pardon for 

| all your finnes, Though they were as crim/in, they 

| ſhall be made white as Snow , though they were red 
as Sharlet they ſhall bee > as white as Wool, Which | 
mercie that we mayobtaine, let vs humble our 
ſelues in Prayer. 


punttion hath beene with you- and troubled | 


T 2.S418.24, 


Ws Vs eys 


Y. rote f lor: God who art able to Ft erucycb ith A w | -% * 


4le{ and to preſent vs faultleſſe, beforerh | 

riewith ioy, enes for thy tender mercies ſakes F7 fd | 
| vs from this dreatfull ſianc of Apoſtaſie. Ke Pet Vs, 
| by thy power thatie } "all not, reſtore vs by thy ar 


— } ciewhenwe. qa, en. far ve vs by thy grace a 


| 
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| freedome [rom ſins of injirmities,- yet wee may ne- 
uer ſet our ſelues againſt & atien, or ſinnewithahigh. 
hand. Renew a right /prrit within vs, that wee my 
berwayleour ſmmes;|Take not thy holy ſpirit from ws, 
that we may reforme our lanes : Efl abliſhws with thy 

free ſpirit, that we may bee— confirmed in thy truth. 

-That bein z effectually ſanctifiedin the Kingdome of 


«grace, wemay be cerndy bleſſed in the km ome of 


zlory , throngh:the merites and med! ation of => 1s 


Chriſt, our alone and aft ſuſjfrien®.$ amour, tow on 


wihthee ang the holy Ghoſt , threeperſonsand one 
e oY ad. let allpraiſe,power and dominion 
be aſcribed by allthy ſernan's, bothmen 
and Angels this aay and. 
. for ener. Amen, 


AMEN, 


F_I-N-1 S. 
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